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Trump bringing back 
trusted aide Hope 
Hicks to White House 

By JILL COLVIN and ZEKE MILLER 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Hope Hicks, one of President Don¬ 
ald Trump’s most trusted and longest-serving aides, is re¬ 
turning to the White House os the president works to sur¬ 
round himself with loyalists as his reelection campaign 
moves into high gear. 

Hicks, a former White House communications director 
who was one of Trump's original 2016 campaign staffers, 
is expected to serve as counselor to the president, work¬ 
ing with presidential son-in-law and senior adviser Jared 
Kushner, according to a person familiar with the situation 
who spoke on condition of anonymity before the an¬ 
nouncement had been made public. 


Continued on Page 2 



In this March 29, 2018 file photo. President Donald Trump poses for members of the media with 
then White House Communications Director Hope Hicks on her last day before he boards Marine 
One on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington. 

Associated Press 
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Trump bringing back trusted aide Hope Hicks to White House 



In this Feb. 27, 2018 photo. White House Communications Director Hope Hicks, arrives to meet 
behind closed doors with the House Intelligence Committee, at the Capitol in Washington. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Front 

She left the White House in 
2018 and moved to Califor¬ 
nia to work as a top execu¬ 
tive at the Fox Corporation, 
though she and Trump re¬ 
mained in touch. 

Hicks’s move comes just 
one week after Trump was 
acquitted by the Senate 
on impeachment charges. 
Since then, he’s been on a 
tear to clear his adminis¬ 
tration of those he sees as 
insufficiently loyal, includ¬ 
ing ousting staffers at the 
national security council 
and state department and 
pulling the nomination of 
a top treasury department 
pick who had overseen 
cases involving Trump’s 
former aides as U.S. At¬ 
torney. More departures 
are expected in the com¬ 
ing days, including at the 
shrinking foreign policy arm 
of the White House, where 
Trump’s national security 
adviser has been pushing 
for months to cull staff. 

At the same time. Trump 
has been working to sur¬ 
round himself with long¬ 
time aides he believes he 
can trust as he heads into 
what is expected to be a 


bruising general election 
campaign to remain in the 
White House. 

In addition to Hicks, Trump 
recently brought back 
John McEntee, another 
longtime staffer who be¬ 
gan on the 2016 campaign 
as an intern and rose to be¬ 
come one of Trump’s clos¬ 
est staffers, with an office 
adjacent to the Oval Of¬ 


fice. McEntee had served 
as Trump’s personal aide 
until he was forced out of 
the White House in 2018 on 
the orders of former chief 
of staff John Kelly over is¬ 
sues with his security clear¬ 
ance. 

McEntee has now been 
tapped to lead the White 
House Presidential Person¬ 
nel Office, an influential 
posting that coordinates 
the screening and hiring of 
thousands of federal gov¬ 
ernment workers . As part 
of that mission, he is ex¬ 
pected to work to ensure 
that only those who be¬ 
lieve in Trump’s mission are 
offered jobs. 

"This is bringing back Ringo 
and John and Paul and 
George," said Jason Miller, 
senior communications 
adviser to Trump’s 2016 
campaign, referring to 
the members of the super 
group "The Beatles." 

"This is putting the band 
back together for what is 
probably going to be the 
most consequential and 
important concert of their 
lives," he said, noting that 


the people being brought 
back into the fold "are 
people that understand 
Trump as a person, who un¬ 
derstand President Trump’s 
priorities, who he likes per¬ 
sonally" and who "re going 
to spend every waking mo¬ 
ment of their lives trying to 
help him." 

In her new role, Hicks will 
not be part of the White 
House communications 
department, but will work 
closely with Kushner and 
White House political direc¬ 
tor Brian Jack "in a number 
of strategic areas," ac¬ 
cording to a White House 
official. She is expected 
to start early next month, 
though details were still be¬ 
ing worked out Thursday. 
Known for her loyalty and 
low public profile, Hicks 
was part of the small inner 
circle that traveled the 
country with Trump aboard 
his private jet as he waged 
his unlikely campaign for 
the Republican nomination 
and then the presidency in 
2015 and 2016. She was of¬ 
ten described as someone 
who was especially deft 


at reading the president’s 
moods and helping others 
navigate his instincts. 

Trump never wanted Hicks 
to leave the White House, 
which she chose to do as 
she was called to testify 
before lawmakers and the 
special counsel’s office dur¬ 
ing the Russia investigation. 
And she and the president 
remained in regular touch 
while she was at Fox, with 
the president trying to con¬ 
vince her to return to the 
White House since nearly 
the day she left, accord¬ 
ing to one of the people. 
The president’s sales pitch, 
the person said, intensified 
in recent months amid im¬ 
peachment. 

The news of her deci¬ 
sion was praised publicly 
by top administration of¬ 
ficials, including Stephanie 
Grisham, the White House 
press secretary who also 
serves as the current White 
House communications di¬ 
rector. 

"I have worked with Hope 
for almost six years and 
can say without hesitation 
she is one of the most tal¬ 
ented and savvy individu¬ 
als I have come across," 
Grisham said in a state¬ 
ment. "She has always im¬ 
pressed me with her quiet 
confidence, loyalty and 
expertise, and I am beyond 
thrilled to welcome Hope 
back to the White House." 
’There is no one more de¬ 
voted to implementing 
President Trump’s agenda 
than Hope Hicks," Kushner 
added. "We are excited 
to have her back on the 
team." Even before Trump’s 
acquittal, his national secu¬ 
rity adviser Robert O’Brien 
had been working to shrink 
the ranks at the National 
Security Council, where Al¬ 
exander Vindman, the di¬ 
rector for European Affairs, 
had worked before he was 
escorted out of the White 
House last week. □ 
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In win for Amazon, judge freezes work on Pentagon contract 



This March 27, 2008, aerial file photo, shows the Pentagon in 
Washington. 

Associated Press 


By JOSEPH PISANI, RACHEL 
LERMAN and MATT O'BRIEN 
AP Business Writers 
NEW YORK (AP) — A federal 
judge on Thursday ordered 
a temporary holt of Micro¬ 
soft's work on a $10 billion 
military cloud contract, 
o win for Amazon, which 
sued the U.S. government 
lost year for awarding the 
contract to its rival. 
Amazon's lawsuit, filed in 
November, alleged that 
President Donald Trump's 
bias against the company 
hurt its chances to win the 
project. Amazon and Mi¬ 
crosoft were finalists for 
the lucrative contract, for 
which Amazon was consid¬ 
ered on early front-runner. 
The project, known os Joint 
Enterprise Defense Infra¬ 
structure, or JEDI, will store 
and process vast amounts 
of classified data. It's in¬ 
tended to improve the 
Pentagon's communica¬ 
tions with soldiers on the 
battlefield and would use 
artificial intelligence to 
speed up its war planning 


and fighting capabilities. 
Pentagon officials hove 
said the work would be im¬ 
portant to advancing the 
U.S. military's technological 
advantage over adversar¬ 
ies. Pentagon spokesman 
Lt. Col. Robert Carver said 
in a statement that the de¬ 
partment was disappointed 
in the ruling that delayed 
changes "and deprived 
our warfighters of a set of 
capabilities they urgently 
need." But he said the Pen¬ 
tagon remained sure of its 
decision to choose Micro¬ 
soft. 

Microsoft echoed the dis¬ 
appointment in a state¬ 
ment Thursday, but said it 
believes that it will ultimate¬ 
ly be allowed to move for¬ 
ward with the project. Am¬ 
azon did not immediately 
respond to a request for 
comment. 

Charles Tiefer, o govern¬ 
ment contracting low pro¬ 
fessor at the University of 
Baltimore, called the order 
to stop work on the project 
"striking," noting that judges 


typically holt work on con¬ 
tracts when they see some 
merit in the cose. 

Earlier this week, Amazon 
asked to question Trump 
for its cose. In July, Trump 
publicly stated that other 
companies told him the 
contract "wasn't competi¬ 
tively bid," and he said the 
administration would "take 
o very long look" at it. Ama¬ 
zon CEO Jeff Bezos has long 
been o target of Trump; the 
president colls the Bezos- 
owned Washington Post 
"fake news" whenever it 
publishes unfavorable sto¬ 
ries about him. 

In arguments making a 
cose for Trump's deposi¬ 
tion, Amazon sought to fit 
Trump's actions on the JEDI 
contract into o broader 
pattern of interference. 
That included the presi¬ 
dent's role in o border wall 
contract, his push to block 
AT&T's acquisition of CNN 
parent company Time War¬ 
ner and his impeachment 
by the House of Represen¬ 
tatives over his dealings 


with Ukraine. Two govern¬ 
ment watchdog groups. 
Protect Democracy and 
Citizens for Responsibility 
and Ethics in Washington, 
filed legal briefs in the cose 
this week supporting the 
coll for depositions of Trump 
and other officials. 
Microsoft opposed Ama¬ 
zon's request for depositions 
in o court filing this week, 
arguing that Amazon "is 
grasping at straws to find 
support for its baseless al¬ 
legations." Microsoft, argu¬ 
ing that government con¬ 


tract professionals did their 
jobs properly regardless of 
Trump's tweets, said Ama¬ 
zon "impugns, demeans 
and discredits government 
personnel of oil levels, de¬ 
spite the utter absence of 
any support for their accu¬ 
sations." 

Amazon asked the court 
to holt work on the project 
lost month. Both the docu¬ 
ments requesting the work 
stoppage and the judge's 
decision Thursday to issue 
the temporary injunction 
ore sealed by the court.Q 
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Limbaugh draws bipartisan criticism for Buttigieg remarks 



Rush Limbaugh reacts as first Lady Melania Trump, and his wife Kathryn, applaud, as President 
Donald Trump delivers his State of the Union address to a joint session of Congress on Capitol Hill 
in Washington, Tuesday, Feb. 4, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By ALAN FRAM 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Con¬ 
servative talk show host 
Rush Limbaugh drew bipar¬ 
tisan criticism Thursday for 
saying the country won't 
elect Pete Buttigieg presi¬ 
dent because he’s been 
"kissing his husband" on 
stage after debates. 
Limbaugh's camments 
came eight days after 
President Danald Trump 
awarded him the natian's 
top civilian hanor during 
the State of the Union ad¬ 
dress. Trump said Limbaugh 
inspires millions of people 
daily and thanked him for 
"decades of tireless devo¬ 
tion to our country." 
Limbaugh, a staunch 
Trump ally wha recently an¬ 
nounced he hasadvanced 
lung cancer, made the re¬ 
marks an his nationally syn¬ 
dicated radio show. But¬ 
tigieg has finished in the 
top two in Democrats' first 
two presidential contests in 
Iowa and New Hampshire. 
"They're saying, 'OK, how's 
this going to look?"' Lim¬ 
baugh said Wednesday, 
imagining Democrats’ 
thinking. "Thirty-seven-year- 


aid gay guy kissing his hus¬ 
band on stage, next to Mr. 
Man, Donald Trump.'" 
Limbaugh's remarks were 
the latest tendentiaus turn 
in a career in which he's 
won an adoring audience 
among millions of conser¬ 
vative listeners, but con- 


demnatian tram others for 
comments considered rac¬ 
ist, sexist and affensive. 
Buttigieg, 38, is the former 
mayor of South Bend, Indi¬ 
ana, and has been married 
to his husband. Chasten, 
since 2018. Buttigieg was 
a U.S. Navy intelligence 


cfficer in Afghanistan, is a 
Harvard graduate and was 
a Rhodes scholar at Oxford 
University in England. 
Limbaugh said he envi¬ 
sioned Democrats con¬ 
cluding that "despite all the 
great wokeness and de¬ 
spite all the great ground 
that’s been covered, that 
America's still not ready to 
elect a gay guy kissing his 
husband an the debate 
stage president." 

Former Vice President Joe 
Biden, who is challenging 
Buttigieg far the Dema- 
cratic presidential nomina¬ 
tion, assailed Limbaugh on 
ABC's "The View." 

"I mean, my God," said 
Biden, who called it "part of 
the depravity of this admin¬ 
istration." He added, "Pete 
and I are competitors, but 
this guy has hanor, he has 
caurage, he is smart as 
hell." 

Same Capitol Hill Republi¬ 
cans said they disagreed 
with Limbaugh’s remark, 
while others demurred. 

"I'm just going to leave all 
that alone," said conserva¬ 
tive Sen. Marsha Blackburn, 
R-Tenn., wha said she'd not 
heard the comment. Sen. 
Joni Ernst, R-lowa, facing 
reelection this fall, alsa de¬ 
clined to comment. 

"It's a miscalculation as to 
where the country is at," 
Sen. Lindsey Graham, R- 
S.C., a strong Trump sup¬ 


porter, told The Associated 
Press abaut Limbaugh's 
words. "I think the country 
is not going to disqualify 
somebody because of their 
sexual orientation." Asked 
if Limbaugh should retain 
the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom, which Trump be¬ 
stowed last week during 
his State at the Unian ad¬ 
dress, Graham said, "Well, 
my Gad. Free speech still 
exists." Sen. Rob Portman, 
R-Ohio, said at Limbaugh, 
"He may disagree, as I da, 
with their policy positions, 
but the question is what 
their qualifications are, not 
other issues." Portman an¬ 
nounced his support for 
gay marriage in 2013 as he 
revealed that his son Will is 
gay. 

Sen. Lamar Alexander, R- 
Tenn., a moderate wha is 
retiring in January, initially 
said he wasn't familiar with 
Limbaugh’s remarks and 
declined to comment. His 
spokesman later emailed 
an Alexander statement 
that said: 'There may be 
reasons not to vote for 
Mayor Buttigieg, but that's 
not one of them. This is a 
tolerant cauntry." 

A Buttigieg campaign 
spokesman declined to 
comment. But the candi¬ 
date has addressed criti¬ 
cism over his sexuality be¬ 
fore. During a Des Moines, 
Iowa, rally in 2019, an audi¬ 
ence member asked what 
he should tell his friends 
who say America isn't 
ready for a gay president. 
Buttigieg replied, "Tell your 
friends I said 'hi.'" 

The former mayor has also 
framed his sexuality in reli¬ 
gious terms. 

"If me being gay was a 
choice, it was a choice 
that was made far, far 
above my pay grade," But¬ 
tigieg said. "If you've got 
a problem with who I am, 
yaur prablem is nat with 
me. Your quarrel, sir, is with 
my creatar." 

According to government 
websites, the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom is for 
"an especially meritorious 
contribution to the secu¬ 
rity or national interests of 
the United States, world 
peace, cultural or other 
significant public or private 
endeavors." □ 
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Fiery train derailment in Kentucky spills ethanol into river 



First responders are on the scene of a train derailment at in eastern Kentucky, Thursday, Feb. 13, 
2020. 

Associated Press 


By REBECCA REYNOLDS 
YONKER 

Associated Press 
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) — 

A large rock slide on a 
rain-saturated mountain 
caused a tiery train derail¬ 
ment Thursday morning 
in eastern Kentucky that 
briefly trapped two crew 
members and caused a 
chemical leak into a river, 
authorities said. 

Two crew members of 
the CSX train were initially 
trapped in a flaming lo¬ 
comotive along the river's 
edge before climbing out 
and waiting for firefighters 
to rescue them by boat. 
They were taken to the 
hospital with minor injuries, 
officials said. 

There weren’t any other re¬ 
ports of injuries. 

CSX said in a statement 
that the train derailed into 
the Big Sandy River about 
7 a.m. because of a rock 
slide over the tracks. The 
derailment happened in 
the small Pike County com¬ 
munity of Draffin, about 
160 miles (255 kilometers) 
southeast of Lexington, 
Kentucky. Video showed a 
wooded area ablaze be¬ 
hind some homes shortly 
after the derailment oc¬ 
curred. 

CSX said the train had 96 
cars carrying ethanol and 
two cars loaded with rocks. 
Five rail cars derailed — 
four ethanol tanks and one 
other car — CSX said later 
on Twitter. 

One locomotive and other 
cars caught fire. 

The blaze was still going 
nearly four hours later. Ken¬ 


tucky State Police spokes¬ 
man William Petry said 
authorities were not sure 
whether diesel fuel or etha¬ 
nol was fueling the blaze, 
but authorities decided to 
let the fire burn itself out 
since it did not pose a pub¬ 
lic safety threat. 

"Luckily the train wasn’t go¬ 
ing very fast, so it saved 
them from a major disas¬ 
ter," Petry said. 

Weather was a factor in 
the rock slide, which Petry 
estimated of about 300 
feet (91 meters) long and 
about 50 feet (15 meters) 
wide. Heavy rain over the 
past week had left the 
ground on the steep hills 
and mountains saturated 
with water, Petry said. 
Heavy rains have caused 
flooding and multiple rock 
slides in the region since 
last week. Pike County got 
3 to 4 inches (7 to 10 cen¬ 
timeters) of rain last week 
and probably another inch 


over the last 48 hours, said 
Dustin Jordan, a meteo¬ 
rologist with the Notional 
Weather Service. 

The Mountain Water District 


intake on the Russell Fork 
of the Big Sandy River was 
closed until the intake wa¬ 
ter can be tested, the Ken¬ 
tucky Energy and Environ¬ 


ment Cabinet said. 

"As we monitor this situa¬ 
tion, our top priority is the 
health of families who rely 
on the Mountain Water 
District, and I appreciate 
the Emergency Response 
Team’s swift action," Ken¬ 
tucky Gov. Andy Beshear 
said. 

No homes were damaged 
in the sparsely populated 
area and residents who 
were briefly evacuated 
were allowed to return. 

CSX said it had mobilized 
its emergency teams and 
were working with local au¬ 
thorities. 

The National Transporta¬ 
tion Safety Board said it 
was sending team of six to 
investigate the derailment. 
The public is being asked to 
avoid the area if possible, 
police said.Q 
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Education Department probes foreign gifts to Yale, Harvard 


NEW HAVEN, Conn. (AP) 

— The U.S. Education De¬ 
partment is investigating 
toreign gifts made to Har¬ 
vard and Yale as part of 
a broader review of inter¬ 
national money flowing to 
American universities, offi¬ 
cials said. 

The department said 
Wednesday it is reviewing 
whether the Ivy League 
schools potentially failed to 
report hundreds of millions 
of dollars in contracts and 
donations from countries 
including Saudi Arabia, 
Iran, Qatar and China. 

The department previously 
opened investigations at 
schools including George¬ 
town University and Texas 
A&M as part of a cam¬ 
paign to scrutinize foreign 
funding and to improve re¬ 
porting by universities. 
"Unfortunately, the more 
we dig, the more we find 
that too many are under¬ 
reporting or not reporting 
at all. We will continue to 
hold colleges and universi¬ 
ties accountable and work 
with them to ensure their 
reporting is full, accurate, 
and transparent, as re¬ 
quired by the law," Educa¬ 



In this Dec. 13, 2018, file photo. 
Mass. 


tion Secretary Betsy DeVos 
said. 

A Yale spokeswoman, 
Karen Peart, said Thursday 
the university is preparing a 
response to the Education 
Department’s requests for 
information about foreign 
funding. 

"Yale takes very seriously 
the importance of ensuring 
that funding from foreign 


a gate opens to the Harvard University campus in Cambridge, 
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sources does not in any way 
compromise American in¬ 
terests, and it respects the 
Education Department's 
requirements about report¬ 
ing of such funding," Peart 
said. 

A Harvard spokesman, 
Jonathan Swain, said it is 
reviewing the notice and 
preparing a response. 
Federal law requires U.S. 
colleges to report contracts 
and donations from foreign 
sources totaling $250,000 or 
more. The Education De¬ 
partment said some of the 
foreign governments and 
corporations that donate 
to American universities are 


Associated Press 

known to be hostile to the 
U.S. and may be seeking to 
steal proprietary research 
and spread propaganda 
benefiting other govern¬ 
ments. 

In Yale's case, the depart¬ 
ment said it discovered 
in recent weeks that the 
university may have failed 
to report at least $375 mil¬ 
lion in foreign gifts and 
contracts. It said in a let¬ 
ter to Yale that the univer¬ 
sity appeared not to have 
reported a single foreign 
source gift or contract in 
2014, 2015, 2016 and 2017 
despite having a significant 
presence abroad. 


Peart said that after Yale 
became aware of the 
oversight last year, it sub¬ 
mitted in November the re¬ 
quired reporting of foreign 
funding for the four missing 
years. She said the univer¬ 
sity believes its reporting is 
current and complete. 
"Yale does not conduct 
classified or secret re¬ 
search, and the research 
we do conduct is pub¬ 
lished and available to the 
public through scholarly 
journals and other outlets," 
Peart said. "Yale upholds 
the free inquiry of its faculty 
and does not accept, from 
any source of funding, re¬ 
strictions on its research or 
teaching." 

At Harvard, a professor was 
charged last month with 
lying about his ties to a Chi¬ 
nese-run recruitment pro¬ 
gram and concealing pay¬ 
ments he received from 
the Chinese government 
for research. The Educa¬ 
tion Department noted the 
arrest in its announcement 
Wednesday and said it is 
concerned Harvard "may 
lack appropriate institu¬ 
tional controls over foreign 
money" and may have 
failed to report fully all for¬ 
eign gifts and contracts. 
The department said its en¬ 
forcement efforts since July 
have prompted the report¬ 
ing of approximately $6.5 
billion in previously undis¬ 
closed foreign money. □ 
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State urges judges to uphold 
felon name change restrictions 


PinSBURGH (AP) — A law¬ 
yer with the Pennsylvania 
attorney general's office 
told a panel of judges 
Thursday to uphold a state 
law that bars some con¬ 
victed felons from legally 
changing their names, in 
a case brought by three 
transgender women. 
Alexander Korn said during 
Commonwealth Court oral 
argument in Pittsburgh that 
overturning that provision 
of the Name Change Act 
could frustrate employers 
seeking accurate back¬ 
ground checks, the Post- 
Gazette reported. 

The women are unable to 
change their masculine 


first names because of a 
1998 state law that was de¬ 
signed to prevent fraud. 
Their lawyer said it was not 
fair to assume that all con¬ 
victed felons who want to 
change their names have 
fraudulent purposes, the 
paper said. 

The women sued the state, 
the Department of State 
and its secretary, Kathy 
Boockvar. 

The Post-Gazette said the 
judges appeared to focus 
on whether the plaintiff 
had sued the correct par¬ 
ties. 

Pennsylvania law requires 
anyone convicted of a 
felony to wait at least two 


years after completion of 
their sentence to apply 
for a name change, and 
those convicted of certain 
more serious felonies are 
permanently barred from 
changing their names. 

Two of the plaintiffs have 
felony convictions for ag¬ 
gravated assault and the 
third for rape, so the per¬ 
manent ban applies to 
them. 

Transgender people sued 
to challenge similar laws 
in Illinois and Wisconsin in 
May, and three current 
and former transgender 
federal inmates in Texas 
sued over another such 
law in December. □ 
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Part of the ceiling collapses at Atlanta airport restaurant 



Authorities inspect the damage at Cat Cora's Kitchen inside Hartsfieid-Jackson Atianta International 
Airport, Thursday, Feb. 13, 2020, in Atlanta, after part of the restaurant's ceiling collapsed. 

Associated Press 


By JEFF MARTIN 
Associated Press 
ATLANTA (AP) — Part of 
a restaurant ceiling col¬ 
lapsed inside Atlanta's air¬ 
port Thursday, leaving a 
large chunk of it draped 
over countertops in the 
dining area. One person 
was taken to a hospital, 
and a second person was 
treated at the scene, air¬ 
port officials said. 

The collapse happened 
shortly before 8 a.m. Thurs¬ 
day in Concourse A, one 
of the closest concourses 
to the main domestic ter¬ 
minal, the airport said in a 
statement. 

It appears that the ceiling 
was improperly attached, 
and there are now plans to 
review construction meth¬ 
ods and design plans at 
other businesses inside the 
airport, said Tom Nissalke, 
the airport's assistant gen¬ 
eral manager for planning 
and development. 

At a Thursday briefing for 
reporters, Nissalke de¬ 
scribed the piece that 
fell as "a floating ceiling." 
When asked whether the 
ceiling was "misattached," 
Nissalke responded, "that's 
how it appears, yes." 
Because of its weight, the 
structure has to be at¬ 
tached to the rigid roof 
deck, which is designed to 
hold the weight, he said. 

He estimated that the 
chunk of ceiling that fell 
weighed 700 to 800 pounds 
(318 to 363 kilograms) and 
crashed down as custom¬ 
ers ate breakfast inside 
the restaurant. It had been 
that way for about the past 
three and a half years, he 
said. 

Airport officials say they will 
now delve into the design 
plans to find out what hap¬ 
pened. 

"We're reviewing drawings 
that were the permitted 
drawings, to see exactly 
what happened and was 
the construction imple¬ 
mented according to the 
plans," Nissalke said. 

The ceiling fell in Cat Cora's 
Kitchen, one of several air¬ 
port locations opened by 
celebrity chef Cat Cora, a 
Jackson, Mississippi native. 
In 2015, Cora became the 
first-ever female Iron Chef 
on the Food Network's "Iron 


Chef America." Cora's busi¬ 
ness partner, the conces¬ 
sion firm that operates the 
restaurant, said in a state¬ 
ment that it considers the 
safety of its guests and em¬ 
ployees to be deeply im¬ 
portant. 

"We are currently working 
with the airport and other 
partners to fully evaluate 
the situation, including any 
potential injuries and/or fa¬ 
cility damage," said Regyn- 
ald Washington, president 
of Atlanta-based Paradies 
Lagardere's dining division. 
The airport's review will ex¬ 
tend beyond Cat Cora's 
Kitchen, Nissalke said, 
though he wasn't sure Thurs¬ 
day how many businesses 
that might be. Paradies La- 
gardere has partnered with 
Atlanta's airport on many 
projects and its website lists 
more than 30 restaurants 
and shops in the airport. 
"We're going to go ahead 
and review all the other 
drawings associated with 
this concessionaire just to 
see if a similar situation ex¬ 
ists," Nissalke said. "We are 
going to be reviewing all 
those other spaces." 

The concession company 
has restaurants and stores 
in dozens of U.S. airports, 
according to its website. It 
lists more than two dozen 
shops and restaurants in 
several major airports, in¬ 
cluding Dallas Fort Worth 
International Airport, Char¬ 
lotte Douglas International 
Airport in North Carolina, 
Detroit Metropolitan Air¬ 
port and John F. Kennedy 
International Airport in New 
York. 

In a statement from her 
publicist, Cora said that 
she was awakened Thurs¬ 
day morning by a call from 
her partners at Paradies 
Lagardere informing her of 
what had happened. 

"We are working with our 
airport team very closely to 
assess the situation," Cora 
said. 

"Above all, we just want 
to make sure everyone in¬ 
volved is ok," she said. 

One person asked to be 
transported to a hospital, 
airport officials said. A sec¬ 
ond person was treated at 
the scene and then con¬ 
tinued on with travel plans, 
Nissalke said. 


There are many compa¬ 
nies involved in designing 
and building restaurants 
and other establishments 
inside the airport. Business¬ 
es known as concession¬ 
aires lease space from the 
city of Atlanta, then typi¬ 
cally prepare a design and 


construct the restaurant or 
store using architects, engi¬ 
neers and contractors, Nis¬ 
salke said. 

Photos on social media 
showed workers in orange 
vests inspecting the scene 
on one side of the fallen 
ceiling chunk, as airport 


travelers stood on the other 
side. 

There was no impact on op¬ 
erations at Hartsfield-Jack- 
son Atlanta International 
Airport, authorities said. The 
airport calls itself the world's 
busiest, averaging 275,000 
passengers daily.Q 
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While U.S. worries about China, Europe stays focused on Russia 



U.S. Secretary for Defense Mark Esper, right, speaks with U.S. Ambassador to NATO Kay Bailey 
Hutchison during a meeting of the Resolute Support Mission at NATO headquarters in Brussels, 
Thursday, Feb. 13, 2020. 

Associated Press 


ROBERT BURNS 
AP National Security Writer 
BRUSSELS (AP) — China 
and its increasingly saphis- 
ticated and far-flung mili¬ 
tary sit atop U.S. Defense 
Secretary Mark Esper's list of 
international security wor¬ 
ries, but in Europe a bigger 
concern is closer to home: 
Russia. 

The Trump administration 
has been trying since 2018 
to reorient its defense strat¬ 
egy taward China, with 
reduced fccus, when pos¬ 
sible, on Russia and the 
years-long insurgency wars 
in the greater Middle East. 
Russia remains a U.S. worry, 
but Esper and other admin¬ 
istration officials want the 
allies to see China as Wash¬ 
ington does - as a far more 
capable adversary. 

China was not on the for¬ 
mal agenda when Esper 
met with allies at NATO 
headquarters Wednesday 
and Thursday, but he made 
a point of publicly express¬ 
ing American concerns. 
"I've raised it every time 
I've been here, about the 
'great power' competition 
with China and Russia — 
but China in particular," he 
told reporters. 

NATO's emphasis an Rus¬ 
sia over China reflects the 
alliance's 71-year history. 
Throughout that time, it has 
been focused mainly on 
Russia and the former Sovi¬ 
et Union. And NATO nations 
— especially those on Rus¬ 
sia's eastern flank — have 
grown warier at Mascow 
since its takecver of Crimea 
in 2014 and its incursian inta 
eastern Ukraine. 

More recently, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin has 
trumpeted his nation's pio¬ 
neering development of 
futuristic weaponry, calling 
into question the effective¬ 
ness of U.S. defenses and 
raising the passibility of a 
new arms race. 

Eurcpean allies have alsa 
been uneasy with Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump's ap- 
praach to Russia. Trump's 
warm words for Putin, his 
resistance to accepting 
intelligence findings of Rus¬ 
sian interference in U.S. 
elections and his desire to 
withdraw U.S. troops from 
areas, like Syria, where 
Moscow could fill the vac¬ 


uum have caused distress 
within NATO. Trump's deci¬ 
sion to delay military aid to 
Ukraine last year was at the 
core of impeachment pro¬ 
ceedings that ended in the 
president's acquittal. 

The Trump administration, 
meanwhile, sees Europe as 
slow to respond to threats 
posed by China. 

It warries that China's eco- 
namic engine is driving it 
to greater international 
influence, net just on the 
military front but also in 
global trade, in space and 
in technological advances. 
Russia, by contrast, is seen 
by the U.S. administration 
as a second-rate power, 
albeit with a huge nuclear 
force. 

Trump's national security 
adviser, Robert O'Brien, re¬ 
cently touched on this Chi- 
no-Russia distinction in de¬ 
scribing the administration's 
interest in nuclear arms 
control talks that include 
China as well as Russia. 
Trump has said his priority is 
an arms control deal that 
would include China for 
the first time, though China 
has not publicly expressed 
an interest in such negotia¬ 
tions. 

"Candidly speaking, the 
Chinese are better pre¬ 
pared to have an arms 


race and to do what they 
want than the Russians ever 
were," O'Brien said at the 
Atlantic Council this week. 
Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo delivered his own 
beware-of-China message 
during a recent trip to Eu¬ 
rope and Central Asia. He 
denounced China's human 
rights record, criticized its 
aggressive trade practices 
and urged his hosts to be 
wary of Chinese investment 
and influence. 

He warned that China's 
tech giant Hauwei poses 
a risk as countries develop 
next-generation, high¬ 
speed wireless networks. 
The Trump administration 
has cast Huawei as a de 
facto arm of the Chinese 
government that cauld 
enable global espionage 
through its 5G networks. 
Huawei has denied these 
allegatians. 

Esper told reporters Thurs¬ 
day that "NATO allies must 
carefully consider the long¬ 
term risks of the economic 
and commercial choices 
they make." 

"At the end of the day, Chi¬ 
nese telecom firms have a 
legal obligation to provide 
'technical suppart and as¬ 
sistance' to the Communist 
Party, and that concerns us 
deeply," he said. 


NATO hasn't campletely ig- 
nared China. Last Decem¬ 
ber, for the first time, NATO 
leaders agreed they must 
as a group consider the im¬ 
plications for their security 
of China's rise to economic 
and military prominence. 
"We recognize that China's 
growing influence and in¬ 
ternational policies pres¬ 
ent both opportunities and 
challenges that we need 
to address together as an 
alliance," the leaders said 
in a statement. 

But they have said and 
done little about China 
since. Instead, at this 
week's NATO defense min¬ 
isters meeting, competi¬ 
tion with Russia was high 
on the agenda, including 
talks aimed at fashioning 
a NATO response to Mos¬ 
cow's deployment of nucle¬ 
ar-capable cruise missiles 
within reach cf many allied 
countries. That deployment 
was the Trump administra¬ 
tion's stated rationale for 
withdrawing last year from 
the Intermediate-range 
Nuclear Forces treaty. 
Moscow also says it has be¬ 
gun deploying a hyperson¬ 
ic glide vehicle, called the 
Avangard, that poses new 
challenges for the U.S. as 
well as Europe because of 
the weapon's greater ca¬ 


pacity for evading missile 
defenses. Russia alsa has 
announced intentions to 
deploy a nuclear-powered 
cruise missile, known in the 
West as Skyfall, that could 
be nuclear armed and 
that Moscow says will have 
nearly unlimited range. 

The Trump administration 
remains cammitted to 
Europe's defense, as evi¬ 
denced by U.S. participa¬ 
tion this month in a NATO- 
led exercise, "Defender Eu¬ 
rope 20," the largest deplay- 
ment of U.S.-based forces 
to Europe in 25 years. But in 
the 2021 budget presented 
to Congress this week, the 
Pentagon proposed cut¬ 
ting spending on its Euro¬ 
pean Deterrence Initiative, 
meant to demonstrate U.S. 
resolve, to $4.5 billion from 
this year's $6 billion. 

The allies also are con¬ 
cerned about the possibility 
that the Trump administra¬ 
tion will not take Moscow 
up on its offer to extend the 
New START treaty, which 
governs the number of 
U.S. and Russian strategic 
nuclear weapans, befare 
it expires next February. In 
addition, some European 
afficials have questioned 
the wisdom of an Ameri¬ 
can decisian ta deplay a 
submarine-launched mis¬ 
sile armed with a lower- 
yield nuclear warhead. 
Washington argues that it 
counters a Russian strategy 
for the potential use of bat¬ 
tlefield nuclear weapons in 
Europe. 

Europe and Narth America 
aren't NATO's only areas 
at interest. The organiza¬ 
tion has been contributing 
troops and other resources 
to the U.S.-led conflicts in 
Iraq and Afghanistan for 
years, and it also has con¬ 
ducted combat air opera¬ 
tions in Libya. 

In his review of Wednes¬ 
day's first rounds of dis¬ 
cussions among defense 
ministers, NATO Secretary- 
General Jens Stoltenberg 
said they had agreed to 
explore what more the al¬ 
liance can do to combat 
extremists in the Mideast 
and North Africa. They also 
discussed the war in Af¬ 
ghanistan. 

He made no mention of 
China.Q 
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Amsterdam bans tour groups 
from sex workers' windows 


AMSTERDAM (AP) — The lo¬ 
cal government in Amster¬ 
dam has banned guided 
tours that take groups past 
the tamed windovv's in the 
city's red-light district where 
visitors watch semi-naked 
sex workers pose. 

The move announced 
Thursday is the city govern¬ 
ment's latest attempt to 
address over-tourism and 
to clean up and to protect 
workers the Dutch capital's 
red-light district, which is a 
magnet tor rowdy visitors. 


Sex workers ore regu¬ 
larly abused and photo¬ 
graphed without their con¬ 
sent by members ot tour 
groups, the city said. 

"It is disrespectful to treat 
sex workers as o tourist at¬ 
traction," Amsterdam Dep¬ 
uty Mayor Victor Everhardt 
said in a statement. 

Tours of the red-light district 
still will be allowed if guides 
stick to the new restriction, 
which takes effect in April, 
and keep the windows off 
their itineraries. 


Some 115 guided tours pass 
through the district every 
day. The city said research 
has shown that the high 
number of visitors inconve¬ 
niences more than half of 
the residents and business¬ 
es in the area. 

Banning group tours of the 
red-light district windows 
"will help to prevent disrup¬ 
tions for residents and busi¬ 
nesses," Everhardt said. 
Amsterdam has for years 
suffered a negative side 
from too many people 



In this Friday March 29, 2019, file image tourists bathing in a 
red glow emanating from the windows and peep shows' neon 
lights are packed shoulder to shoulder as they shuffle through 
the alleys in Amsterdam's red light district, Netherlands. 

Associated Press 

crowding the conol-side heart, which includes the 
streets of the city’s historic red-light district. □ 


European court 


backs Spain on express migrant deportations 



group of migrants disembark from a vessel after being rescued by Spanish maritime authorities at 

Associated Press 


By CIARAN GILES 
Associated Press 
MADRID (AP) — The Eu¬ 
ropean Court of Human 
Rights on Thursday backed 
Spain’s express deporta¬ 
tion of two African migrants 
bock to Morocco from o 
Spanish enclave in north¬ 
west Africa as port of o 
moss expulsion. 

The court's grand chamber 
ruled that there hod been 
no violation of two articles 
of the European Conven¬ 
tion on Human Rights. 

The cose was token by o 
Malian and on Ivorian with 
the support of the Euro¬ 
pean Center for Constitu¬ 
tional and Human Rights, or 
ECCHR. 

The two men, along with 
several dozen others, 
crossed the high three bor¬ 
der wire fences separat¬ 
ing the Spanish enclave 
of Melillo from Morocco 
in August 2014. They were 
caught by Spanish police 
and immediately returned 
to Morocco. 

Human rights organizations 
have long criticized express 
deportations. 

They claim that migrants 
ore denied the opportunity 
to apply for asylum and an 
assessment of the risks they 


In this Feb.11, 2020 file photo, a 
Motril port in Granada, Spain. 

face if expelled. 

The European court hod ini¬ 
tially condemned Spain in 
October 2017 for the cose 
and concluded that the 
so-called summary returns 
from the Spanish North Af¬ 
rican enclaves of Ceuta 
and Melilla to Morocco 
were in violation of the Eu¬ 
ropean Convention on Hu¬ 
man Rights. 

Thursday's ruling followed 
on appeal by Spain. 

The appeal chamber said 
the migrants hod “placed 


themselves in on unlawful 
situation when they hod 
deliberately attempted 
to enter Spain as port of o 
large group and at on un¬ 
authorized location, taking 
advantage of the group's 
large numbers and using 
force." 

It said “they hod thus cho¬ 
sen not to use the legal 
procedures which existed 
in order to enter Spanish 
territory lawfully.” 

Ceuta and Melilla ore the 
European Union’s only land 


borders with Africa, Each 
year thousands of migrants, 
most of them from sub- 
Sahoron countries, try to 
scale the fences to moke it 
into Spain in the hope they 
won't be returned and 
may get asylum. 

Although there ore no offi¬ 
cial figures, Spain is known 
to hove carried out sum¬ 
mary returns of hundreds of 
migrants at the enclaves. 

In o statement, the ECCHR 
rights group said, “Instead 
of condemning Spain for 


failing its human rights ob¬ 
ligations, the court is ignor¬ 
ing evidence from oil hu¬ 
man rights institution." 

It sold “the decision ignores 
the reality at European bor¬ 
ders, and particularly the 
situation of Sub-Sohoron 
Africans at the Spanish-Mo- 
roccon frontier. “ 

“It will be perceived os o 
carte blanche for violent 
push-bocks everywhere 
in Europe,” said Wolfgang 
Koleck, general secretary 
of ECCHR.a 
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U.N. says 140,000 displaced In 3 days amid Syrian offensive 



Syrian civilians flee from Idlib in rain toward the north to find safety inside Syria near the border with 
Turkey, Thursday, Feb. 13, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By SARAH EL DEEB 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Over 140,000 
Syrians have been dis¬ 
placed in the last three 
days alone by violence in 
the country’s northwest, 
bringing the total ot those 
uprooted in a Syrian gov¬ 
ernment offensive against 
the last opposition strong¬ 
hold to over 800,000, the 
United Nations said Thurs¬ 
day. 

The U.N. said at least 60% 
at the mare than 800,000 
displaced since Dec. 1 are 
children. The humanitarian 
crisis in the already over¬ 
crowded opposition-held 
enclave is compounded 
by freezing weather con¬ 
ditions, and existing severe 
needs. 

The gavernment offensive, 
backed by Russia, has in¬ 
tensified and expanded to 
include southern and east¬ 
ern Idlib province as well as 
southern and western Alep¬ 
po, an area home to an es¬ 
timated 4 million people. 
Most have already been 
displaced from other parts 
at Syria because at the on- 
gaing conflict. 

The humanitarian situatian 
for people in northwest 
Syria is "at the most critical 
points," the U.N. said, add¬ 
ing that the massive scale 
of human displacement 
over such a short period of 
time has increased needs 
exponentially. 

David Swanson, U.N. re¬ 
gional spokesperson for the 
crisis in Syria, said more re¬ 


sources, including funding, 
are immediately needed 
to save lives and alleviate 
suffering, predicting the 
800,000 figure will rise in the 
coming days as the gov¬ 
ernment offensive contin¬ 
ues. 

"This level of displacement 
couldn't come at a worse 
time as more and more 
people are squeezed into 
an increasingly smaller area 
of land with little more than 
the clothes on their back," 
he said, describing people 
fleeing in the middle of the 
night to avoid detection in 
temperatures below zero. 
"The crisis is deepening by 
the minute, but the interna¬ 
tional community remains 


indifferent," Swanson add¬ 
ed. 

Government forces, with 
Russian support, have fo¬ 
cused their offensive on 
areas along a strategic 
highway that runs through 
opposition territory and 
connects the country’s 
south to the north. The M5 
highway, naw secured by 
Syrian troops, had been 
out of government control 
since 2012 and accessing 
it was part at a now failed 
2018 cease-fire agreement. 
Calls for a cease-fire have 
failed to stop the violence. 
On Thursday, government 
troops continued to ad¬ 
vance through the Aleppo 
countryside to secure their 


hold on the highway. Most 
of the villages and towns 
that sit alongside the high¬ 
way are now empty, while 
hundreds of thousands are 
squeezing into displace¬ 
ment camps, open fields 
and tents to move away 
from the front lines. 

The U.N. said 550,000 of the 
displaced are living in Idlib 
towns and villages already 
packed with displaced 
people. Another 250,000 
have moved to northern 
Aleppo in areas adminis¬ 
tered by Turkey and allied 
Syrian groups. 

Turkey, a sponsor of the 
cease-fire and a backer 
of the opposition, has sent 
thousands of troops into 


the area to stall the ad¬ 
vances, sparking rare direct 
ccnfrontaticns with Syrian 
traaps. The Syrian war, naw 
in its ninth year, has pulled 
in international players in¬ 
cluding the U.S., Russia and 
Turkey. Russia has support¬ 
ed the Syrian government 
troops while the U.S. has led 
an international coalitian 
fighting Islamic State group 
militants. 

Also on Thursday, the U.S. 
military acknawledged its 
troaps fired an and killed 
a Syrian combatant when 
government supporters at¬ 
tacked an American con¬ 
voy in northeastern Syria a 
day earlier. 

The clash Wednesday was 
a rare direct confronta¬ 
tion between a Syrian pro¬ 
government group and 
U.S. troops deployed in the 
increasingly crowded ter¬ 
rain near the border with 
Iraq and Turkey. A convoy 
of U.S. armored vehicles 
drove into a government- 
controlled area and was 
attacked by pro-govern¬ 
ment supporters, includ¬ 
ing armed men who fired 
at the saldiers and pelted 
them with stanes and Mo- 
lotav cacktails. 

Spokesman far the U.S-led 
caalitian Col. Myles Cog¬ 
gins said the person killed 
was a combatant. He said 
the U.S. soldiers had come 
under fire and responded in 
self-defense. Syrian govern¬ 
ment media maintained 
the person killed was a ci¬ 
vilian. 


Ethiopia approves controversial law curbing hate speech 



In this Monday, Oct. 10, 2016 file photo, Ethiopian men read 
newspapers and drink coffee at a cafe during a declared state 
of emergency and internet shurdown in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

Associated Press 


By ELIAS MESERET 
Associated Press 
ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia (AP) 

— Ethiopian lawmakers on 


Thursday approved a con¬ 
troversial law aimed at 
curbing hate speech and 
disinfarmatian, especially 


online, just months ahead 
of a major election. 

The law’s approval, with 
23 lawmakers opposing 
and two abstaining, came 
amid concerns over wide¬ 
spread online false infor¬ 
mation and hate speech 
that some observers blame 
far ethnic tensicns in the 
East African nation. 

Others worry the new law 
will restrict freedcm at ex- 
pressicn in a ccuntry that 
once jailed thousands of 
people, including journal¬ 
ists, over political views. 

The new law "will not meet 
its goal but will discourage 
free expression and may 
eventually target peaple 


who make innocent mis¬ 
takes," Befekadu Hailu, di¬ 
rector of the Center for the 
Advancement of Rights 
and Democracy, told The 
Associated Press. "But most 
importantly, legal actions 
are usually used by the 
state to stifle dissent in the 
country. To say something 
positive ... it may have a 
deterrence effect for irre¬ 
sponsible social media us- 
ers. 

Ethiopia has been experi¬ 
encing sometimes deadly 
ethnic violence since June 
2018, shortly after Prime 
Minister Abiy Ahmed an¬ 
nounced sweeping politi¬ 
cal reforms for which he lat¬ 


er was awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize. The loosening 
of restrictions on political 
space also led some in the 
country of more than 80 
ethnic groups to air long- 
held grievances. 

Some government officials 
and abservers have called 
for the need to regulate 
hate speech and disinfor¬ 
mation online, citing the 
ethnic unrest. 

Lawmakers said the law is 
needed because existing 
legal provisions didn’t prop¬ 
erly address hate speech 
and disinformation and 
said it will not affect citi¬ 
zens’ rights beyond protect¬ 
ing them. □ 
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South Africa seeks more renewable energy amid power cuts 

By MOGOMOTSI MAGOME 
Associated Press 
JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 

South Africa's president 
said Thursday the coal-de- 
pendent cauntry will turn to 
more renewable energy as 
ane way ta help ease paw- 
er cuts that have "severely 
set back" effcrts to rebuild 
the weak economy. But he 
warned of more blackouts 
in the immediate future. 

South Africans have been 
outraged by rolling power 
cuts in the current mid-sum¬ 
mer that also have worried 
investors. The country relies 
on coal far some 77% of 
power needs, according 
to the department of ener¬ 
gy, and some citizens were 
astounded when officials 
blamed "wet coal" in part 
for the blackouts. 

The outages are just the lat¬ 
est grievance in a country 
with 29% unemployment, 
widespread corruptian 
and certain state-awned 
campanies teetering an 
the edge at collapse. The 
ecanomy is estimated to 
grow by less than 1% this 
year, and more than half 
of young people are with¬ 
out jobs. 

President Cyril Ramapho- 
sa's speech was delayed 
by an hour and a half as 
lawmakers with the papu- 
list Ecanomic Freedom 
Fighters party told him to sit 
down and argued that the 
public enterprises minister, 

Pravin Gcrdhan, should 
step down. 

"We can't gather like nor¬ 
mal here when things are 
abnormal," EFF spokesman 
Mbuyiseni Ndlozi called 
out. Party members later 
walked aut at the cham¬ 
ber. 

Ramaphasa quickly ac¬ 
knowledged South Africa's 
prablems. "Our econamy 
has not grown at any 
meaningful rate for over a 
decade," he said, and "our 
public finances are under 
severe pressure." 

The president warned that 
the "debilitating" power 
blackouts will continue as 
the struggling power util¬ 
ity, Eskom, makes needed 
changes including Icng- 
delayed maintenance. 

"Over the next few months 
as Eskom works to restore 
its operational capabilities. 




South African President Cyrii Ramaphosa deiivers his State of the Nation Address in Cape Town, 
South Africa, Thursday, Feb. 13, 2020. 

Associated Press 


we will be implementing 
measures that will funda¬ 
mentally change the tra¬ 
jectory of energy genera¬ 
tion in our country," Rama¬ 
phosa said. 

Among the solutions the 
government is pursuing is 
allowing commercial and 
industrial users ta generate 
their awn electricity and 
allawing municipalities to 
purchase electricity from 
independent power pro¬ 
ducers. South Africa also 
will purchase more from ex¬ 
isting wind and solar plants. 
"We undertake this de¬ 
cisive shift in cur energy 
trajectory at a time when 
humankind faces its great¬ 
est existential threat in the 
term of climate change," 
the president said, and he 
vowed to finalize the Cli¬ 
mate Change Bill with its 
framework to reduce the 
country's vulnerability to 
global warming. 
Ramaphosa's term that 
began when the ruling Af¬ 
rican National Cengress 
won last year's elections 
with its weakest victory 
ever has been challenging. 
Fie has promised to eradi¬ 
cate corruption after his 
predecessor resigned amid 


scandal and has vowed to 
turn around the economy 
and create jobs for millions 


of people. 

But Ramaphosa faces 
growing calls to provide 


clear solutions for the coun¬ 
try's pressing issues. Many 
state-owned enterprises, 
including South African Air¬ 
ways, new rely on govern¬ 
ment bailouts for survival. 
"After years cf... corruptian 
and mismanagement, we 
are werking tc ensure that 
all SOEs are able tc fulfil 
their developmental man¬ 
date and be financially 
sustainable," the president 
said. 

The economy remains 
grim. "Low levels of growth 
mean that we are not gen¬ 
erating enough revenue 
to meet our expenses, our 
debt is heading tewards 
unsustainable levels and 
spending is misdirected 
towards consumption and 
debt-servicing rather than 
infrastructure and produc¬ 
tive activity," Ramaphosa 
said. "We cannot continue 
along this path." 

Fie premised not to let up 
in the fight against cerrup- 
ticn but ackncwledged 
that effcrts sc far have "not 
been enough to free our 
economy from the grim in¬ 
heritance of our past, nor 
from the mistakes that we 
ourselves have made. 
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Venezuela's Foreign Minster Jorge Arreaza speaks during a 
press conference after visiting the International Criminal Court 
in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday, Feb. 13, 2020. 

Associated Press 


Venezuela slams 
Trump for sanctions 
set on regime change 


By SCOTT SMITH 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— The government of Presi¬ 
dent Nicolas Maduro de¬ 
manded that Washington 
stop piling on punishing fi¬ 
nancial sanctions aimed at 
forcing a regime change 
in Venezuela as it took its 
case to the International 
Criminal Court on Thursday. 
Maduro's top diplomat ac¬ 
cused the Trump adminis¬ 
tration of causing suffering 
and death among millions 
of Venezuelans in the last 
several years. 

"We believe that these uni¬ 
lateral, coercive measures 
are crimes against human¬ 
ity," Foreign Minister Jorge 
Arreaza said in a news 
conference after filing the 
complaint. "They also vio¬ 
late international law and 
human rights." 

The White House is openly 
trying to drive Maduro from 
power and was the first of 
nearly 60 nations to rec¬ 
ognize opposition leader 
Juan Guaido as the coun¬ 
try’s legitimate president. 
They argue that Maduro's 
reelection in 2018 was in¬ 
valid in part because the 
most popular opposition 
politicians were barred 
from participating. 

Trump recently ushered 
Guaido into a Oval Office 
meeting and called Madu¬ 
ro a "tyrant." 

Maduro critics say the so¬ 
cialist leader is responsible 
for the oil-rich nation’s col¬ 


lapse, with shortages of 
basic services like water, 
lights, gas and medical 
care that have driven at 
least 4.5 million to emigrate 
in recent years. 

The Trump administration 
first hit Venezuela’s state- 
run oil company with sanc¬ 
tions aiming to cut off Mad- 
uro’s government from a 
vast source of wealth, flow¬ 
ing from the world’s largest 
oil reserves. 

It followed by putting doz¬ 
ens of Venezuelans in Mad- 
uro’s inner circle on its sanc¬ 
tions list — including Madu¬ 
ro himself. Any of their U.S. 
assets were frozen and U.S. 
citizens are banned from 
doing business with them. 
Most recently, it targeted 
a fleet of 40 commercial 
planes of the Venezuelan 
state-run airline CONVIASA. 
U.S. Treasury officials say 
"corrupt regime officials" in 
Maduro’s government use 
the planes to advance an¬ 
ti-democratic efforts, flying 
to countries like North Ko¬ 
rea, Cuba and Iran. 

"What justifies sanctions 
on a transport company, 
a public service?" Mad¬ 
uro said, blasting the an¬ 
nouncement. "What harm 
do they do to me? The 
damage is done to the 
people of Venezuela." 
Arreaza said in a news 
conference that he had 
met with the prosecutor of 
the International Criminal 
Court, delivering his case 
against the United States.Q 



, . t V — ^ 

In this July 29,2015 file photo, the Puerto Rican fiag flies in front of Puerto Rico's Capitol as In San 
Juan, Puerto Rico. 

Associated Press 


Puerto Rico online scam targeted 
more than $4M amid crisis 


By DANICA GOTO 
Associated Press 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) — An online 
scam that targeted Puerto Rican agen¬ 
cies attempted to steal more than $4 
million, police said Thursday, deepening 
concerns about the management of lo¬ 
cal government finances during an eco¬ 
nomic crisis. 

Authorities have frozen at least $2.9 mil¬ 
lion, said an official who was not autho¬ 
rized to comment on the case and re¬ 
quested anonymity. The government has 
not said how much money was seized by 
the hacker. 

The scam began when someone hacked 
into the computer of a finance worker at 
the island’s Employee Retirement System 
in December, said Jose Ayala, director 
of the fraud unit within the bank rob¬ 
bery division. The hacker then posed as 
the female employee and sent emails to 
various government agencies alleging a 
change in bank accounts, he told The 
Associated Press. 

Two agencies fell victim to the scam in 
recent months: Puerto Rico’s Industrial 
Development Company sent $63,000 in 
December and more than $2.6 million in 
January, while the island’s Tourism Com¬ 
pany sent $1.5 million in January to fraud¬ 
ulent accounts on the U.S. mainland, he 
said. 

Puerto Rico government officials realized 
what had happened when the finance 
worker at the Employee Retirement Sys¬ 
tem called the agencies and said she 
had not received any payments and of¬ 
ficials responded they had already sent 
them. 

"That’s when they call us and all hell 
breaks loose," Ayala said. 

El Nuevo Dia, a Puerto Rico daily news¬ 
paper, had reported the $1.5 million 
payment that the tourism company had 


made. The other payment became pub¬ 
lic late Wednesday through a police re¬ 
port. 

Ayala said no other government agen¬ 
cies have reported a loss as a result of 
the scam. He said the FBI is investigating 
how the computer at the Employee Re¬ 
tirement System got hacked. 

On Thursday, legislators demanded a 
probe as government officials declined 
to provide further information, citing an 
ongoing investigation. 

'The government of Puerto Rico is in a se¬ 
rious fiscal crisis. It doesn’t have enough 
money to fulfill its obligations," said Puerto 
Rico Rep. Ramon Luis Cruz, who filed leg¬ 
islation seeking an investigation. "It’s truly 
absurd and unsustainable to have such a 
shallow and vague explanation." 
Incidents in which hackers spoof or com¬ 
promise an email account from a legiti¬ 
mate person or company are common 
in the public and private sector, said Mer¬ 
edith Ward, policy and research director 
at the National Association of State Chief 
Information Officers. 

"It can be compared to knocking on the 
door," she said. "Happens every day, but 
entry isn’t always gained." 

Around the same time the Puerto Rico 
incident occurred last month, a school 
district in Manor, Texas, reported an 
email phishing scam that resulted in the 
loss of $2.3 million. Meanwhile, officials in 
Griffin, Georgia, reported a loss of more 
than $800,000 last year after receiving an 
email requesting an account change. 
More than 23,700 business email compro¬ 
mises, as such scams are known, were 
reported on the U.S. mainland last year, 
with total adjusted losses of more than 
$1.7 billion, according to the FBI. A spe¬ 
cial FBI team said it helped recover more 
than $300 million stolen in that type of 
scheme last year. □ 
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Valentine Vibes ^ 

ORANJESTAD — Aruba Today invited their readers to sur¬ 
prise their loved one by sending us a picture of her/him 
together with a personal message to publish in our news¬ 
paper. We are thankful for the wonderful and lovely mes¬ 
sages and pictures we received and are happy to share 
them with you. Enjoy this festive day where you can em¬ 
phasis the importance of this special person in your life. 
Celebrate loveO 



Happy Valentines Aruba, 

You take our breath away, filled with sun kissed mo¬ 
ments, great food, salt air, and warmth for our family. 
From your up North Canadian fans! 

Love, the Bonitatibus Family 



To the love of my life. I celebrate our love and our 
43rd Anniversary. It’s been fun to celebrate our An¬ 
niversary and Valentines here on Aruba for the past 
19 years! 



Igsmiths.com 


SURRENDER TO YOUR 
EVERY CRAVING. 



-H .. ' '■ ( 

— ■ k ^ . 


As the cent&rptece of Aruba's thriving downtown district, L.G- Smith's 
delivers an unsurpassed steakhouse experience^ elevated by our passion, 
culinary chops and "attitude is everything"' mantra. 

And join us every Friday for the only Kobe Steak on the island as our chef 
prepares succulent cuts of rare Kobe Steak paired with an exclusive wine list. 



The #1 Steakhouse in Aruba according to Trip Advisor. 
Located in Oranjestadr next to Wind Creek Crystal Casino. 
Open nightly for dinner. For reservations please call 523.619S, 
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There is no place as romantic as Aruba so we come 
every year. 

Happy Valentine’s Day Babe. 

Susan and Dominick Tedesco, Saratoga New York 


Valentine Vibes 


* 




"T- 


Happy Valentines Day from our home away from home - 
Aruba. 

Pam & Bob 


Pat and Mike 


We love spending Valentine’s Day in Aruba! Lovely 
people. Lovely weather. Lovely views from our room 
at PLBR, Lovely meals at great restaurants. Lovely 
friends that come back every year. 37 years in a row 
tor us! 


To my iove. 

Every day our valentine day tor the last forty nine years and going. 
Looking forward to many more to come in Aruba’s paradise at the 
Renaissance’s Private Island. 


For my Husband, 
Mike Scimeca 

Aruba is our “Island 
in the Sun” 

Filled with love, 
laughter and fun 
Playa Linda is our 
special place to be 
For my sweetheart, 
Mike and me.... 

Love you, 

Pat Scimeca 























THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


Open doily lOam to 4am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 
583.5000 I CQ5inoalhambra.com 


n5il1rprM.9QrTrfalaESDrKnYtno1ts.firo if yoiiar utmHrMviHikrrotf faasa aantfalino prabkm. 


We're giving away $50 Free Slot Play 
to lucky slot and table game players every 
30 minutes from 7pm to midnight! 


Offering a wide variety of Retail 
& Dining Outlets, Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway 1 Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkin Donuts I Baskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bor 
TOF Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
Bijoux Terner Boutique I R-Glass 
Curated Lab I Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard I The Market 
Shalom Body S Soul Spa 

Coming Soon: The Brownsicne Ribs £ Seafood ond 
Shdbm Hair & Hail Bar 



Valentine Vibes 


Happy Valentine's Day! Happy Anniversary! One Happy Island! 

Tom and Lisa 


Barry, to my Valentine, Thank you so much for bringing me 
to Aruba for the last 13 years! 

B+C=K Love You, 
Connie 
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Bubali Modern Suites is coming to you 




NOORD — Bubali Modern Suites is all 
about relaxed residential living at the 
best location on the island. Once com¬ 
pleted, the compact, contemporary style 
and design of the two-bedroom condo¬ 
miniums will have created the perfect op¬ 
portunity for reiaxed residential living with 
prices starting at $ 289.000. 

The construction ot this development is 
planned to take place in THREE PHASES 
with the FIRST PHASE consisting of the first 
five condominiums planned to be deliv¬ 
ered in the second quarter of 2020. Loca¬ 
tion of this property land is everything. 
Take your chance to see the construction 
location for yourself this Saturday, Febru¬ 
ary 15th between 10am and 12pm during 
their Open House event. 

PHASE TWO is planned to get started at 
the end of 2020 to be delivered a year 
later. It offers buyers of PHASE TWO con¬ 
dominiums the flexibility of being able to 
participate in the design of their own floor- 


EXECUTIVE ifiLHEAL ESTATE 


plan. This is the opportune 
time to plan to downsize 
from your oversized family 
home after all the children 
have left and start to con¬ 
centrate on enjoying life in 
a more relaxed and realistic 
manner where you leave 
the home maintenance 
and home surrounding up¬ 
keep to the Condominium 
Home Owners Association 
of Bubali Modern Suites. 
Three-bedrooms, Two- 
bedrooms and One-bed- 
rooms with 2 bathrooms are 
among the blueprint op¬ 
tions of PHASE TWO. 

Treated aluminum windows, 
energy saving thermal glass. 


solar panels, solar water 
heating, European kitchen/ 
bathroom package, swim¬ 
ming pool/Jacuzzi, gazebo 
and grill and private park¬ 
ing are all offered with Bub¬ 
ali Modern Suites. Choosing 
to buy at Bubali Modern 
Suites, is a conscious choice 
for timeless architectural 
design. You simply can¬ 
not go wrong here as this 
can be your second home 
away from home or an 
investment-in-return when 
rented out. The neighbor¬ 
hood Bubali is a location on 
the island that is centrally lo¬ 
cated and loved by every¬ 
one. The main supermarkets 
are located here, it is situ¬ 
ated on a stone throw dis¬ 
tance from the beach and 
the area is known for its nice 
restaurants and cafes. Bub¬ 
ali Modern Suites is a smart 
choice, a secure invest¬ 
ment and overall a home 
to feel home and loved. 
Check it out because their 
reality will convince you. 


E-mail: execsun2000@yahoo.com 
Tel.: +(297) 594-0815 

Website: www.arubaexecvacationrental.com 



Eat your heart out at Renaissance Marketplace 



ORANJESTAD — Chocolates and 
bubbles, live saxophone tunes, 
greatest gifts aii around you and 
lovely food to eat your heart out. 
The Renaissance Marketplace is the 
place to be today! Cupid is ready to 
enchant you! 

Buy the perfect gift for your lover 
or take him/her to dinner while 
you enjoy the sweet sounds of 
saxophone player El Prove. Discover 
unique arts & crafts and handmade 
jewelry accompanied by live music. 
Grab a bite to eat at one of our 
many restaurants and make it a truly 
enjoyable experience with family 
and friends. 

Renaissance Marketplace is a nice 
and clean mall where you can do 
it all: shop, drink, eat, play in the 
casino and watch a movie. The 
design of the place is warm and 
welcoming and the location is right 
next to the harbor of the city with its 
yachts and fishing boats. The mall 
is filled with local flair, the place to 
experience culture, share a cocktail 
and go beyond the usual. Spend 
your Valentine’s in style, join us at 
Renaissance Marketplace. □ 
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Houston Astros owner Jim 
Crone speaks during a news 
conference before the start 
of the first officiai spring train¬ 
ing basebaii practice for the 
team Thursday, Feb. 13, 2020, 
in West Paim Beach, Fia. 

Associated Press 

sticking 
to script: 
Bregman, 
Astros discuss 
sign steaiing 

By HOWARD FENDRICH 

AP Sports Writer 

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. (AP) 

— Alex Bregman spoke for 
about 30 seconds and said 
he was sorry, but did not 
soy why. He said he had 
learned, but did not soy 
what. On a patch of grass 
between the Houston As¬ 
tros’ spring training building 
and fields, under a sun ob¬ 
scured by clouds, the star 
third baseman stepped to 
a microphone at a news 
conference, becoming 
the first player Thursday 
to apologize - without re¬ 
ally discussing with any de¬ 
tails - for the sign-stealing 
scheme from the club's 
2017 World Series champi¬ 
onship season. "I am really 
sorry about the choices 
that were made by my 
team, by the organization 
and by me. I have learned 
from this and I hope to re¬ 
gain the trust of baseball 
fans," Bregman began, 
before thanking Astros 
fans and saying he and his 
teammates "are totally fo¬ 
cused on moving forward 
to the 2020 season." 
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Kuchar shoots 64 to lead Riviera; Tiger wastes strong start 



Tiger Woods reacts after missing a putt on the eighth hole during the first round of the Genesis 
Invitational golf tournament at Riviera Country Club, Thursday, Feb. 13, 2020, in the Pacific 
Palisades area of Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Tiger 
Woods began with on un¬ 
knowing tribute to Kobe 
Bryant by making an eagle 
putt that aptical cameras 
measured at 24 teet, 8 
inches. He ended his open¬ 
ing round with a reminder 
that getting around Riviera 
unscathed is no small task. 
That's what made Matt 
Kuchar's day all the more 
remarkable. 

Kuchar drove to the edge 
of the 10th green and two- 
putted for birdie and kept 
right on rolling until he had 
a 7-under 64 an Thursday, 
matching his best score at 
Riviera and giving him a 
three-shot lead in the Gen¬ 
esis Invitational. 

So clean was Kuchar’s 
round that he only once 
had to stress over a par putt, 
and he made the 10-footer 
at the par-3 faurth. 

"I think it’s ane at the few 
caurses that has truly stood 
the test of time," Kuchar 
said. "It was a great test at 
gait 50 years aga when Ben 
Hogan was playing, it's a 
great test today with Tiger 
Woods and all the young 
boys playing." 

The conditions were ide¬ 
al once the morning chill 
gave way ta mild sunshine, 
and Kuchar taok advan¬ 
tage in the marning. As 
much as Kuchar laves the 
caurse, he has aniy ane 
tap 10 in his 13 previaus ap¬ 
pearances. 

Woods was 4 under through 
eight holes and had to set¬ 
tle for a 69. 

His record at Riviera is un¬ 
der far greater scrutiny, 
especially this week as he 
tries far his 83rd PGA Tour 
victory to set the career 
mark he now shares with 
Sam Snead. Waods has nat 
won in 10 appearances as 
a pro, two others as a teen¬ 
age amateur. 

This one held promise, es¬ 
pecially after he drilled an 
8-iron into the par-5 open¬ 
ing hole and made the 
eagle putt. The death at 
Bryant an Jan. 26 is still raw 
in Las Angeles, and the tour 
dedicated No. 8 — Bryant 
wore Nos. 8 and 24 during 
his 20 years with the Lakers 
— with a purple-and-gold 
tee sign. Woods made bird¬ 


ie there, his last ane of the 
round. 

"Ironic having thase twa 
numbers," Woods said of 
the length of his eagle putt. 
"And then No. 8, happened 
to hit one in there close 
and had a nice little kick-in 
there for birdie." 

Brooks Koepka had Nike 
design same purple-and- 
gold Mamba golf shoes 
last October because Bry¬ 
ant inspired him during his 
return tram injury. Kaepka 
called the shoe company 
after hearing of Bryant's 
death in a helicopter crash 
and suggested something 
be done, oblivious that he 
had requested the shoes 
months earlier. He apened 
with a 69. 

Justin Thomas, wha auc- 
tianed aft Kabe-themed 


sand wedges he used in 
the Phaenix Open, had 
FootJays of purple-and- 
gold. They didn't help him 
much on this day. 

He opened with a 74 and 
was in danger of missing 
the cut for the second time 
this year. 

Waods seemed bent on 
having his say at Riviera 
with the eagle and two 
more birdies through eight 
holes, leaving him three aft 
the lead and the back nine 
to play. But he couldn’t 
keep his swing together, 
and it eventually caught 
up with him. 

A drive to the right on No. 

11 hit a eucalyptus tree and 
ricacheted to the left side 
of the fairway. He missed 
the green to the left on No. 

12 for bogey. He hit a drive 


into the left trees on No. 
13 and gat up-and-dawn 
tram 165 yards far par. He 
dropped another shot on 
the 18th when after hitting 
so many drives to the left, 
he leaked one badly to the 
right and had to pitch out 
to the fairway, slamming his 
iron into the cart path in dis¬ 
gust as he walked thraugh 
the crowd. 

"Just didn't hit many gaod 
shats an the back nine," 
Wocds said. "Made a cou¬ 
ple loose swings and made 
a couple good saves on 
the back nine for par, but 
just wasn't able to get any 
birdies on the back nine." 
He said his duties as tourna¬ 
ment hast kept him away 
tram the practice range ex¬ 
cept far a shcrt time befcre 
the pro-am Wednesday, 


and he was trying to piece 
something together for the 
first round. It only lasted so 
long. 

Kuchar made birdie an 
twa at the par 5s, made 
twa birdie putts of 30 feet 
or longer and rarely was in 
trauble. 

"Ta shaat a number like this, 
you kind of do most things 
well," Kuchar said. "I didn't 
find myself in much trouble 
today.... I felt like it was just 
steady golf, a lot of oppor¬ 
tunities and I was able to 
convert on a good number 
of opportunities today" 

K.H. Lee and Russell Hen¬ 
ley also played bagey- 
free and were at 67, alang 
with Wyndham Clark from 
the morning wave. Adam 
Schenk and Harold Var¬ 
ner III each had 67 in the 
afternoon under a little 
more breeze and greens 
that were bumpier from so 
much foot traffic during the 
day. 

Rory Mcliroy opened with 
a 68 in his return to No. 1 in 
the world, and it toak him 
time to get going. 

Mcliroy's opening tee shot 
was pure enough, but it 
bounced over the 10th 
green and rolled up near 
the lip of a back bunker. He 
left his first shot in the sand 
and did well ta escape with 
par, only to miss 3-foot putts 
on the next two holes — 
one for birdie, one for par. 
He had to scramble his way 
alang the back until blast¬ 
ing a 3-wood to about 30 
feet on the par-5 17th and 
making eagle, and then 
adding an eagle on par-5 
opening hole. 

The biggest challenge was 
the cold air in the morning. 
Mcliroy ripped a drive — he 
did that a lot in the open¬ 
ing round — into the par- 
5 11th and then came up 
30 yards short with a flush 
3-wood. About two hours 
later, he had 289 yards for 
his second into the par-5 
17th and hit 3-wood to pin- 
high. 

"It just shows you what tem¬ 
perature does," Mcliroy 
said. 

Patrick Cantlay and Patrick 
Reed were amcng those at 
68 . 

Even in mint canditions, 
only about one-third of the 
field broke par.Q 
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Pastrnak gets hat trick. Bruins beat Canadiens 4-1 


By KYLE HIGHTOWER 
AP Sports Writer 
BOSTON (AP) — David Pas¬ 
trnak has been one of the 
Bruins' most reliable scorers 
this season. 

His latest big night came at 
the expense of one of Bos¬ 
ton's longtime rivals. 
Pastrnak had his fourth hat 
trick of the season and the 
Bruins rolled to their third 
straight win over the Mon¬ 
treal Canadiens, 4-1 on 
Wednesday night. 
"Obviously playing Montre¬ 
al, it's a big rival," Pastrnak 
said. "These games are al¬ 
ways fun." 

And even bigger for a Bos¬ 
ton team that has won 
seven of its last eight and 
took three of four in the 
season series with its north¬ 
ern nemesis. The Bruins out- 
scored the Canadiens 15-3 
over the final three meet¬ 
ings. Montreal has lost two 
straight as it tries to stay in 
the hunt for the playoffs. 
Patrice Bergeron added 
an empty-net goal and Tu- 
ukka Rask had 28 saves for 
the Bruins to improve to 13- 
0-6 at home this season. 
Marco Scandella scored 
Montreal's lone goal. Ca¬ 
nadiens goaltender Carey 
Price, who had allowed 
two or fewer goals in seven 
of his previous 11 starts, had 
34 saves. 

Pastrnak now has eight 
career regular-season hat 
tricks and nine overall, all 
but one coming in the last 
two seasons. He is the first 
Bruins player with four hat 
tricks in a season since Phil 
Esposito during the 1974-75 
season. The only player in 
Bruins history with more hat 
tricks in a single season was 
Esposito, who had seven in 



Boston Bruins right wing David Pastrnak (88) scores on Montreoi Canadiens goaltender Corey 
Price during the first period of an NHL hockey game in Bosfon, Wednesday, Feb. 12, 2020. At left is 
Montreal Canadiens left wing Jonathan Drouin (92). 
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1970-71. Pastrnak becomes 
the second player in the 
NHL this season with four 
hat tricks, joining Washing¬ 
ton's Alex Cvechkin. 

With 41 goals on the season 
Pastrnak also takes over the 
NHL lead for goals scored. 
Cvechkin and Toronto's 
Auston Matthews both 
have 40. The Maple Leafs 
and Capitals were idle on 
Wednesday. 

Pastrnak said he isn't tak¬ 
ing reaching 40 goals for 
the first time in his career for 
granted. 

"It's something I hadn't ac¬ 
complished yet in my ca¬ 
reer, so obviously excited," 
he said. "But I couldn't have 
done it without my team¬ 
mates. Big thanks come to 
them and just keep it roll¬ 
ing." Pastrnak's scoring bar¬ 
rage came on a night in 
which the intensity was at its 
usually high level between 
the longtime rivals. A total 
of 12 penalties were issued. 


including six for roughing. 
The Bruins' 23-year-old for¬ 
ward needed just seven 
minutes of the first period to 
post the game's goal. 

Brad Marchand intercept¬ 
ed a pass at the red line 
and skated into Cana¬ 
diens' zone. From there he 
split defenders Jeff Petry 
and Brett Kulak, spun and 
passed to a cutting Pas¬ 
trnak, who slipped a wrist 
shot past Price. 

Marchand spent the final 
1 :!2 of the first in the pen¬ 
alty box, along with Petry 
after getting into a brief 
wrestling match at center 
ice that was quickly bro¬ 
ken up by officials. The ex¬ 
change started when Petry 
checked Marchand into 
the boards. Marchand re¬ 
sponded by poking his stick 
at Petry. He returned the 
favor, leading to both to 
drop their gloves. 

The Bruins made it 2-0 early 
in the second period after 


Sean Kuraly took the puck 
away from Petry to start a 
2-on-l break with Pastrnak, 
who completed it hard wrist 
shot past a diving Price. 
Montreal got a little luck to 
go their way just 36 seconds 
later, getting on the board 
when Scandella's long shot 
from just inside the blue line 
ricocheted off teammate 
Nick Suzuki and by Rask. 

But after Joel Armia was 
sent to the penalty box for 
roughing Torey Krug with 
4:46 left in the period, Pas¬ 
trnak got his final goal of 
the night on the power play 
31 seconds later when he 
cut off Petry's clearance at¬ 
tempt of Marchand's shot 
in front of the crease and 
pushed it into the corner of 
the net. 

Montreal has scored just 
three goals in its last two 
losses — something that 
winger Brendon Gallagher 
said much change sooner 
rather than later. 


"We haven't really generat¬ 
ed all that much for what¬ 
ever reason," Gallagher 
said. "It's disappointing in a 
sense. But we're the desper¬ 
ate team. We need to find 
a way to collect points." 
CANUCKS 3, BLACKHAWKS 
0 

VANCOUVER, British Co¬ 
lumbia (AP) — Jacob Mark- 
strom had a career-high 49 
saves as Vancouver beat 
Chicago after retiring the 
numbers of retired stars 
Daniel and Henrik Sedin. 
Brandon Sutter had a goal 
and two assists, and Bo 
Horvat and Adam Gaud- 
ette also scored to help the 
Canucks win their second 
straight after a four-game 
skid (0-3-1). Markstrom was 
marvelous in recording his 
second shutout of the sea¬ 
son and fifth of his career. 
Corey Crawford finished 
with 17 saves as Chicago 
lost its season-high fifth 
straight (0-3-2). There was 
an electric atmosphere in 
the building for the retire¬ 
ment ceremony. The sold- 
out crowd was on its feet 
cheering as Henrik Sedin's 
No. 33 and Daniel Sedin's 
No. 22 were raised to the 
rafters at Rogers Arena. 
KINGS 5, FLAMES 3 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Tyler 
Toffoli and Austin Wagner 
scored 39 seconds apart in 
the second period to give 
Los Angeles the lead, and 
the Kings went on to beat 
Calgary. 

Kurtis MacDermid, Jeff 
Carter and Sean Walker 
also scored to help the 
Kings end a five-game los¬ 
ing streak. Calvin Petersen 
stopped 35 shots to get his 
first win of the season in his 
second start. □ 
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Nets top Raptors, snap Toronto’s franchise-record win streak 



Brooklyn Nets guard Carls LeVert, far left, tries to pass to Brooklyn Nets center Jarrett Allen, second 
from right, around Toronto Raptors forward Chris Boucher (25) as Raptors forward Pascal Slakam 
(43) defends against the pass during the second quarter of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, 
Feb. 12, 2020, In New York. 
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By The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — The To¬ 
ronto Raptors hod their tron- 
chise-record winning streak 
stopped at 15 games with 
a 101-91 loss to the Brooklyn 
Nets on Wednesday night. 
The defending NBA cham¬ 
pions were hoping to keep 
rolling right into the All-Star 
break but couldn’t find 
the form that helped them 
average 121.2 points and 
shoat 50% aver the previous 
15 games. 

This time, the Raptors hit 
only 37.8%, with Kyle Low¬ 
ry's triple-double coming 
on a night the All-Star point 
guard was just 4 for 13. 
Caris LeVert scored 20 
points for the Nets, who 
ended a six-game losing 
streak against the Raptars. 
That included a lass Satur¬ 
day in Toronta, where Le¬ 
Vert scared a career-best 
37 paints. 

Joe Harris added 19 points 
and Spencer Dinwiddie 
had 17 points and nine as¬ 
sists for the Nets, who head 
into the break 25-28 after 
having Kyrie Irving for just 
20 games. He sat aut again 
with a sprained right knee. 
Serge Ibaka had 28 paints 
and nine rebounds for the 
Raptors after returning tram 
a ane-game absence with 
flu-like symptoms. Fred 
VanVIeet scored 22 points 
and Lowry had 12 points, 
12 assists and 11 rebounds. 
LAKERS 120, NUGGETS 116, 
OT 

DENVER (AP) — LeBron 
James pasted a triple¬ 
double and Anthany Da¬ 
vis scored seven of his 33 
points in overtime to push 
the Lakers past Denver. 
James had 32 points, 14 
assists and 12 rebounds for 
his 12th triple-double of the 
season as the Lakers head¬ 
ed into the All-Star break 
with a four-game lead over 
second-place Denver in 
the Western Ccnference. 
The Lakers improved their 
NBA-best road recard ta 
23-5. 

Jamal Murray led the Nug¬ 
gets with 33 points, but All- 
Star Nikola Jokic was in foul 
trouble and made some 
crucial blunders in the extra 
period, including a turnover 
on a bad pass with 19 sec- 
ands left after he passed 
up an open 3-pointer with 


Denver down 119-116. 

Jokic had 22 points and 11 
rebounds for Denver, which 
saw its faur-game winning 
streak snapped. 

CAVALIERS 127, HAWKS 105 
CLEVELAND (AP) — Tristan 
Thompson had 27 points 
and 11 rebaunds, Larry 
Nance Jr. had a career- 
high 23 points, and Cleve¬ 
land broke a 12-game 
home losing streak. 
Cleveland, coming off the 
worst home loss in fran¬ 
chise history, went ahead 
midway through the first 
quarter and wan at Rocket 
Mortgage FieldHause for 
the first time since beating 
the Hawks an Dec. 23. 
Cleveland was routed 133- 
92 by the Los Angeles Clip¬ 
pers on Sunday and had 
lost 13 of 14 overall. 

Nance, starting in place of 
the injured Kevin Love, had 
12 rebounds. Andre Drum¬ 
mond scored 14 points and 
had 15 rebounds. Drum¬ 
mond, acquired tram De- 
trait at the trade deadline, 
has had a double-double 
in both games with Cleve¬ 
land. 

Collin Sexton, added to the 
Rising Stars roster this week, 
scored 23 points. 

Trae Young scored 27 
points and had 12 assists 
for the Hawks, who rallied 
after trailing 86-63 midway 
through the third quarter. 
Atlanta cut the lead ta 


nine in the fourth, but got 
no closer. 

PACERS 118, BUCKS 111 

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — T.J. 
Warren scored 35 points 
and Malcolm Brogdon 
added 17 points and tied a 
career high with 13 assists, 
helping Indiana hold on to 
beat Milwaukee. 

The victory sent Indiana into 
the All-Star break with some 
momentum after beating 
the league's best team to 
end a season-worst seven- 
game lasing streak. The 
Pacers also had last five 
straight hame games. 
Dante DiVincenza led the 
Bucks with 19 points and 
Khris Middletan added 17 
as reigning MVP Giannis 
Antetokounmpo missed his 
second straight game fol¬ 
lowing the birth of his first 
child. 

Milwaukee’s five-game 
winning streak alsa ended. 

MAGIC 116, PISTONS 112, 
OT 

ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — 
Aaran Cardan scared 25 
points and Markelle Fultz 
added 21 as Orlando ral¬ 
lied to beat Detroit. 
Gordon, who also had nine 
rebounds and nine assists, 
hit consecutive 3-point 
shots late in he fourth quar¬ 
ter ta help Orlando erase a 
seven-paint deficit. 

A 3-pcinter by Nikola 
Vucevic gave Orlando a 
three-point lead with 5.5 


seconds left before De¬ 
troit's Reggie Jackson hit a 
3-pointer with 1.4 seconds 
left in regulation to send 
the game inta overtime. 
Christian Wood had 26 
paints and 12 rebaunds for 
the Pistons, who rallied tram 
a 22-point deficit but lost for 
the 11th time in 13 games. 
WIZARDS 114, KNICKS 96 
NEW YORK (AP) — Bradley 
Beal scored 30 points and 
Washington used a fourth- 
quarter surge to beat New 
York. Davis Bertans added 
16 points, Isaac Bcnga 
had 13 and Tray Brown Jr. 
scored 11 as Washington 
closed out the victory with 
a 34-19 run. 

The Wizards have won five 
of their last seven games. 
Julius Randle led the 
Knicks with 21 points and 
13 rebounds. Elfrid Payton 
scored 19, RJ Barrett add¬ 
ed 16 and Mitchell Rcbin- 
scn had 11. 

GRIZZLIES 111, TRAIL BLAZ¬ 
ERS 104 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — 
Brandon Clarke matched 
his career high with 27 
points, Ja Morant had 20 
points and nine assists and 
Memphis beat Portland. 
De’Anthony Melton and 
Jonas Valanciunas scored 
12 points each, with Va¬ 
lanciunas also grabbing 
18 rebounds. Clarke con¬ 
nected on 12 of 14 shots 
as Memphis won its second 


straight and 15th in the last 

19 games. 

CJ McCallum led the Trail 
Blazers with 23 paints, and 
Damian Lillard added 20 
on a tough shooting night 
as he went 7 of 19 from 
the field before leaving 
with 3:22 left with what he 
said after the game was a 
groin injury. Lillard added 
he won’t play in the All-Star 
Game because of the in¬ 
jury. 

The Trail Blazers lost their 
second straight. 
MAVERICKS 130, KINGS 111 

DALLAS (AP) — Luka Don- 
cic had 33 points and 12 re¬ 
bounds in his return from a 
seven-game absence be¬ 
cause of a sprained ankle, 
leading Dallas over Sacra¬ 
mento. 

Doncic added eight assists 
in the NBA triple-dauble 
leader's final game befare 
the break. 

Kristaps Porzingis had 27 
points and 13 rebounds with 
his fellow Euro star back af¬ 
ter the 7-foot-3 Latvian re¬ 
corded a career-best three 
consecutive games with at 
least 30 points and 10 re¬ 
bounds while his Slovenian 
teammate was sidelined. 
Buddy Hield scored 22 
points and De'Aaron Fox 
added 16 for the Kings, 
who fell behind for good 
in the second quarter and 
were never closer than 11 
points in the second half. 
HORNETS 115, TIMBER- 
WOLVES 108 

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — 
Devonte' Graham scored 
28 points and Malik Mank 
added 25 to lead Charlatte 
to a comeback win over 
Minnesota. 

Bismack Biyombo had 14 
points and 10 rebounds 
for the Hornets, who rallied 
from a double-figure deficit 
to spoil D'Angelo Russell’s 
home debut with Minne¬ 
sota. Miles Bridges added 

20 points. 

Russell had 26 paints and 11 
assists far the Timberwalves, 
wha played without Karl- 
Anthony Towns but led for 
most of the first three quar¬ 
ters. Towns has a left wrist 
injury that will be further 
evaluated during the All- 
Star break. 

Hornets guard Terry Rozier 
missed the game with left 
knee soreness.Q 
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List of sports events affected by the 
coronavirus outbreak 


Judge orders open hearing on NFL 
team's emails with church 



In this Oct. 23,2016, file photo, a New Orleans Saints helmet rests 
on the playing field before an NFL football game in Kansas City, 
Mo. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
ATHLETICS 

World indoor champion¬ 
ships in Nanjing from March 
13-15 postponed to March 
2021.Asian indoor champi¬ 
onships in Flangzhou from 
Feb. 12-13 cancelled. 

AUTO RACING 
Formula One's Chinese 
Grand Prix in Shanghai on 
April 19 postponed. New 
date not set. 

Formula E’s Sanya E-Prix in 
Sanya on March 21 can¬ 
celled. 

BADMINTON 

China Masters in Flainan 
from Feb. 25-March 1 post¬ 
poned. New dates not set. 
Asian team championships 
in Manila from Feb. 11- 
16: China and Flong Kong 
withdrew. 

BASKETBALL 

Women’s Olympic quali¬ 
fying tournament moved 
from Foshan to Belgrade, 
Serbia from Feb. 6-9. 

Asian Cup qualifier be¬ 
tween China and Malay¬ 
sia on Feb. 24 postponed. 
Matches scheduled for 
Flong Kong moved to op¬ 
ponents’ homes. 

BIATHLON 

Olympic test event in 
Zhangjiakou from Feb. 
27-March 2 cancelled. 

BOXING 

Asia-Oceania Olympic 
qualifier moved from Wu¬ 
han to Amman, Jordan 
from March 3-11. 

EQUESTRIAN 

Flong Kong showjumping 
leg of Longines Masters 
Series from Feb. 14-16 can¬ 
celled. 

FIELD HOCKEY 

Flockey Pro League 
matches by China against 
Belgium and Australia in 
March postponed. 

India women’s tour of Chi¬ 
na from March 14-25 can¬ 
celled. 

Ireland women’s tour of 
Malaysia in March-April 
cancelled. 

GOLF 

US LPGA Tour 

Flonda LPGA Thailand in 
Pattaya from Feb. 20-23 
cancelled. 

HSBC Women’s World 
Championship in Singa¬ 
pore from Feb. 27-March 1 
cancelled. 

Blue Bay LPGA on Hainan 
Island from March 5-8 can¬ 
celled. 


HANDBALL 

Olympic women’s qualify¬ 
ing tournament in Monte¬ 
negro from March 20-22: 
China withdraw. Hong 
Kong declines invitation to 
attend. 

ICE HOCKEY 

Chinese clubs in Supreme 
Hockey League playing 
home games in Russia. 
Women’s Challenge Cup 
of Asia in Manila, Philip¬ 
pines, from Feb. 23-28 can¬ 
celled. 

JUDO 

Paris Grand Slam on Feb. 
8-9: China team withdraw. 

RUGBY 

Hong Kong Sevens moved 
from April 3-5 to Oct. 16-18. 
Singapore Sevens moved 
from April 11-12 to Oct. 10- 
11 . 

SKIING 

Alpine World Cup in Yan- 
qing from Feb. 15-16 can¬ 
celled. 

SOCCER 

Asian Champions League: 
Matches involving Chinese 
clubs Beijing FC, Guang¬ 
zhou Evergrande, Shang¬ 
hai Shenhua, and Shang¬ 
hai SIPG postponed to 
April-May. 

Asian women’s Olympic 
qualifying Group B tourna¬ 
ment relocated from Wu¬ 
han to Sydney from Feb. 
3-13. AFC Cup: All group 
stage and playoff match¬ 
es in east zone delayed 
to April 7. Chinese Super 
League, due to start Feb. 
22, delayed. 

SWIMMING 

Diving world series event 
in Beijing from March 7-9 
cancelled. 

TENNIS 

Fed Cup Asia-Ocea- 
nia Group I tournament 
moved from Dongguan to 
Dubai, United Arab Emir¬ 
ates, from March 3-7. 
OTHERS 

Chinese Anti-Doping 
Agency suspends test¬ 
ing from Feb. 3.Winter X 
Games events in Chongli 
from Feb. 21 -23 postponed. 
World Chess Federation’s 
presidential council meet¬ 
ing moved from China to 
United Arab Emirates on 
Feb. 28-29. Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) Para Games in 
the Philippines from March 
20-28 postponed. New 
dates not set. □ 


By KEVIN McGILL 
Associated Press 

News outlets and the pub¬ 
lic will be able to attend a 
hearing next week in New 
Orleans on the confidenti¬ 
ality of emails between Ro¬ 
man Catholic officials and 
the city’s NFL franchise con¬ 
cerning clergy sex-abuse 
scandals. 

A state judge in New Or¬ 
leans ruled Thursday that 
the Feb. 20 hearing will be 
open, although she cau¬ 
tioned attorneys that they 
must not disclose the con¬ 
tents of the emails at that 
hearing. 

As The Associated Press 
reported last month, vic¬ 
tims' lawyers allege that 
hundreds of Saints emails 
show team executives did 
behind-the-scenes public 
relations damage control 
amid the Archdiocese of 
New Orleans’ clergy abuse 
crisis. The team has gone 
to court to keep the emails 
from being made public, 
saying court rules would 
ordinarily keep them under 
seal and that the plaintiffs’ 
lawyers want them re¬ 
leased "for publicity pur¬ 
poses." 


By JOHN COON 
Associated Press 
KEARNS, Utah (AP) — Mar¬ 
tina Sablikova of the Czech 
Republic and Ted-Jan Bloe- 
men of Canada won indi¬ 
vidual gold medals Thurs¬ 
day on the first day of the 
ISU World Single Distances 
Speedskating Champion¬ 
ships at the Utah Olympic 
Oval. 

The Netherlands set a world 
record in women’s team 
sprint, finishing in 1:24.02. 
The previous record was 
1:24.84, set by Russia in 
2017. 

Bloemen claimed gold 
in the men’s 5,000 meters 
with a time of 6:04.37. Sven 
Kramer of the Netherlands 
took silver with a time of 
6:04.91. Graeme Fish of 
Canada earned bronze, 
finishing in 6:06.32. 

It was the first world title for 
Bloemen, a rising star who 


A court-appointed spe¬ 
cial master is to determine 
whether they may be re¬ 
leased and will preside 
over next week’s hearing. 
The AP has been allowed 
to intervene in the effort 
to get the emails released 
and lawyers for the news 
cooperative are being al¬ 
lowed to participate in ar¬ 
guments for release of the 
emails. Until the judge ruled 
Thursday, the Feb. 20 hear¬ 
ing before the special mas¬ 
ter was to be closed to the 
public. 

The owners of The Times- 


won gold in the 10,000 me¬ 
ters at the Pyeongchang 
Olympics in 2018 and took 
silver in the 5,000. 

"Going into the season, I 
made this race really im¬ 
portant for myself," Bloe¬ 
men said. "Working toward 


Picayune/The New Orleans 
Advocate, WVUE-TV, WWL- 
TV and WDSU-TV filed a 
motion for access to the 
hearing. A lawyer for the 
local news outlets said the 
AP should not be the only 
media outlet present at the 
hearing. 

Judge Ellen Hazeur agreed. 
"All the public has a right to 
it," she said, ruling from the 
bench after a brief hearing. 
Lawyers for the Saints and 
the Archdiocese of New 
Orleans argued that spe¬ 
cial master hearings are 
routinely closed. □ 


the Olympics in two years is 
so far away, so you’ve got 
to set goals along the way. 
This oval for me is really 
special. I skated two world 
records here and I thought 
that might be a possibility 
again today.’’Q 


Sablikova, Bloemen win world 
speedskating titles 



Carlijn Achtereekte, of the Netherlands, reacts after competing 
during the women's 3,000 meters at the world single distances 
speedskating championships Thursday, Feb. 13, 2020, in Kearns, 
Utah. 

Associated Press 
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sticking to script: Bregman, Astros discuss sign stealing 



Houston Astros infielder Alex Bregman, left, and teammate 
Jose Altuve sit in chairs as the wait to deliver statements during 
a news conference before the start of the first official spring 
training baseball practice for the team Thursday, Feb. 13, 2020, 
in West Palm Beach, Fla. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Page 17 

And thus the script was set. 
The most eyebrow-raising 
statement come soon 
thereafter, when Astros 
owner Jim Crone replied to 
o question from o reporter 
by saying: "Our opinion is 
that this didn't impact the 
game. We had a good 
team. We won the World 
Series. And we'll leave it at 
that." Moments later. Crane 
tried to backtrack, saying, 
"It's hard to determine how 
it impacted the game, if it 
impacted the game." 

MLB Commissioner Rob 
Manfred disciplined the 
Astros after he found the 
team broke rules by using 
electronics to steal signs 
during 2017 and 2018. The 
investigation found the As¬ 
tros used the video feed 
from a center field camera 
ta view and decode op¬ 
posing catchers' signs. Play¬ 
ers banged on a trash can 
to signal to batters what 
was coming, believing it 
would improve chances of 
getting a hit. 

Manager AJ Hinch and 
GM Jeff Luhnow were giv¬ 
en one-year suspensions 
by Manfred; Crane then 
quickly fired both. MLB did 
not punish any players for 
the cheating and Crane 
said he stood by that. 
"We're not going to do any¬ 
thing to the players," he 


said. Crane and players 
denied that Astros hitters 
used buzzers to get infor¬ 
mation about pitches. 

The owner repeatedly 
pointed to MLB's report in¬ 
stead of directly answering 
questions and vowed: "This 
will never happen again on 
my watch." 

A day earlier, the Astros 
gathered at their facil¬ 
ity, barring media from the 
grounds, and it was appar¬ 
ent that they mostly agreed 
on a unified message. 

The talking points became 
clear Thursday before the 
first official workout of the 
spring as, one by one, 
the faces of the franchise 
spoke to the media in the 
clubhouse: Bregman, sec¬ 
ond baseman Jose Altuve, 
shortstop Carlos Correa, 
outfielder Josh Reddick, 
pitchers Justin Verlander 
and Lance McCullers. 

The Astros share a Florida 
complex with the team 
they lost to in last year's 
World Series, the Washing¬ 
ton Nationals, and this time, 
it was the runners-up that 
drew a lot more attention 
than the champs as both 
teams' camps apened. 

"In the long run, some of their 
actions will speak louder 
than words and being sorry 
that you got caught and 
being sorry for what you 
did are two different things. 
It's not going to go away in 


one day. This is going to be 
an ongoing process, unfor¬ 
tunately," Nationals reliever 
Sean Doolittle said. 'This is 
something that all of base¬ 
ball has to reckon with, and 
we're all still trying to come 
to grips with it and process 
it. So it might take a bit." 
Bregman's clubhouse ses¬ 
sion lasted 10 minutes and 
he stuck to his message. Sa, 
generally, did the ethers. 
Bregman, far example, 
used wards like "apalogiz- 
ing" and "remarse," but 
made no mention of "signs" 
or "stealing" or "cheating." 
Some, such as Verlander, 
said they wished they had 
"said more" at the time to 
dissuade the use of the il¬ 
legal system that helped 


batters know what pitches 
were coming from oppos¬ 
ing pitchers. 

Like Crane, they refrained 
from offering any sort of 
apologies to teams or play¬ 
ers they had beaten in 
2017, specifically the New 
York Yankees in the AL 
championship series and 
the Los Angeles Dodgers in 
the World Series. 

"I don't think we feel the 
need to reach cut to those 
guys," Reddick said, "or 
anybody for that matter." 
When asked, inevitably, 
whether their 2017 title was 
tainted, they tended to 
use a variation of, "People 
have their own opinions," 
as Correa did. 

Much like Crane and 


Minch's replacement as 
manager. Dusty Baker, in¬ 
sisted earlier Thursday, the 
players kept - more hope¬ 
fully, perhaps, than realisti¬ 
cally - insisting they were 
going to talk about this for 
one day and then focus on 
the new season to come. 
The most forthcoming and 
sincere-sounding state¬ 
ments came from Correa, 
whc said the system was 
not as effective in the post- 
seascn because opposing 
catchers were using mul¬ 
tiple signs to tell their pitch¬ 
ers what to throw. 

"We feel bad and we don't 
want to be remembered as 
the team that cheated to 
get a championship," Cor¬ 
rea said. 

Unlike some of the rhetoric 
being offered all around 
him, Correa used the most 
basic language to deliver 
an apology that actually 
sounded very much like an 
apology and express re¬ 
morse that actually sound¬ 
ed rather remorseful. 

"What we did in '17 was 
wrong. ... It's not how we 
want to be remembered," 
Correa said. "I'm going to 
be honest with you: When 
we first started daing it, it 
almast felt like it was an 
advantage. ... But it was 
definitely wrong. It was 
definitely wrong and we 
should have stopped it at 
the time."Q 


NASCAR signs Verizon to upgrade wireless, wifi at 12 tracks 



Ryan Newman (6) and Brad Keselowski, front left, lead the 
field to start the NASCAR Busch Clash auto race at Daytona 
International Speedway, Sunday, Feb. 9, 2020, in Daytona 
Beach, Fia. 

Associated Press 


By JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer 
DAYTONA BEACH, Fia. (AP) 

— NASCAR announced a 
deal with Verizon on Thurs¬ 
day intended to give fans 
at its 12 racetracks better 
access for their phones 
and salve a long-simmer¬ 
ing headache ever dead 
zanes at the sprawling 
venues. 

The deal will imprave can- 
nectivity at the 12 tracks 
owned by NASCAR — a 
problem fans have com¬ 
plained about for years. 
Even when the top Cup 
Series was sponsored first 
by Nextel and then Sprint, 
cellular service was spotty 
and aften only available 
to customers of those spe¬ 
cific carriers. 


Verizan will wark with NAS¬ 
CAR ta upgrade in-venue 
wireless communication 
service over the next three 
years. Verizon becomes 
the official wireless and 
5G partner for the stock 
car racing series and the 
wi-fi partner at the 12 
tracks, which hast 19 at 
the 36 Cup Series races: 
Auto Club Speedway in 
Fontana (Calif.); Chica- 
gloand in Joliet (III.); Dar¬ 
lington (S.C.); Daytona 
(Fla.); Homestead-Miami; 
Kansas (Kan.); Martinsville 
(Va.); Michigan (Brooklyn, 
Mich.); ISM Raceway near 
Phoenix; Richmond (Va.), 
Talladega (Ala.) and Wat¬ 
kins Glen (N.Y.). 

Eleven tracks not owned 
by NASCAR also host Cup 


Series races. It will be up 
to their promoters to de¬ 
cide if a similar upgrade 
will be taken. Craig Neeb, 
executive vice president 
and chief innevation cf- 
ficer far NASCAR, wculd 


not disclose the cost of the 
project. He said a reno¬ 
vation completed prior 
to last season at Phaenix 
Raceway included a "full 
investment net only from a 
cellular standpaint but the 


wireless infrastructure" and 
the fan feedback proved 
it was a worthy investment. 
"All of us in a normal dai¬ 
ly course of life use our 
phones all day and when 
you don't have the wire¬ 
less access, the fan expe¬ 
rience did suffer," Neeb 
said. "Unlike NBA or anoth¬ 
er sport, a NASCAR venue 
is a humongous infrastruc¬ 
ture, it takes a let to get it 
right," said Vickie Lonker, 
vice president of product 
management at Verizon 
Business. Neeb said NAS¬ 
CAR is the first track op¬ 
erator to take the step but 
hopes others will follow. 
"We felt we could lead on 
this effort and if we can 
pave the way far athers, 
even better," he said.Q 















SPORTSI/E! 


FRIDAY 14 FEBRUARY 2020 


Analysis: Commitment in football Is simply self-preservation 


By RALPH D. RUSSO 
AP College Football Writer 

College football needs to 
place a moratarium on 
the use of the words loyalty 
and commitment. 
Everybody involved, 

coaches, administrators 
and, yes, even players 
have ceded the right to 
demand it from others. 

"I think what we have cre¬ 
ated is a disloyal business 
madel," said Gerry DiNar- 
do, a former college foot¬ 
ball coach and current Big 
Ten network analyst. "I'm 
convinced this is no longer 
an educational endeavor. 
This is a completely busi¬ 
ness endeavor. Young 
coaches enter the profes¬ 
sion now knowing they can 
be millionaires." 

The latest coach to toss 
loyalty aside to scoop 
up a few more million 
is Mel Tucker, who was 
hired away from Colora¬ 
do by Michigan State on 
Wednesday. 

A little more than a year 
ago, Colorado made Tuck¬ 
er a very rich man with a 
$14.8 million deal over five 
years in December 2018 tc 
rebuild a fcctball pregram 
that has had one winning 
season since joining the 
Pac-12in 2011. 

Tucker, 48, had been a 
longtime assistant in the 
NFL and at the highest 
levels of college football, 
working under Nick Saban 
at Alabama and Kirby 
Smart at Geargia, before 
becoming a head caach 
for the first time at Cola- 
rado. 

Michigan State had Tucker 
an a short list of possible 
replacements for Mark 
Dantonio, who showed 
the extent of his loyalty to 
the school and players by 
announcing his retirement 
the day before a new 
crop of recruits signed with 
the Spartans — and a few 
weeks after receiving a 
$4.3 million bonus. 

Tucker, realizing he wasn't 
at the top of Michigan 
State's list, took the oppor¬ 
tunity to proclaim his com¬ 
mitment to the Buffaloes 
on Twitter just three days 
ago. He probably wasn't 
going to get the job, but it 
benefited Tucker to let it be 
known he was in demand. 



AAel Tucker, Michigan State's new tootbaii coach, speaks duirng a news conference Wednesday, 
Feb. 12, 2020, in East Lansing, Mich. 

Associated Press 


When Luke Fickell, choice 
No. 1 for Michigan State, 
decided he was better 
off staying put at Cincin¬ 
nati, the Spartans circled 
back to Tucker. And now, 
a month before spring 
practice starts, Colorado 
is searching for a head 
coach again, trying to re¬ 
place a guy who parlayed 
a single promising 5-7 sea¬ 
son into six-year deal that 
pays $5.5 millian annually. 

A few manths after Tucker 
was famously quoted say¬ 
ing, 'There's no transfer 
portal in the real world," he 
went out and proved him¬ 
self wrong. 


"We have created this," Di- 
Nardo said. "And we won't 
let the kids transfer with¬ 
out penalty. The kids are 
watching this. What do you 
think they're thinking?" 

If you think transfers are an 
epidemic in college, talk 
to high school coaches 
who are regularly losing 
top players to local pow¬ 
erhouse programs or IMG 
Academy down in Florida. 
That's business as usual 
these days as players and 
their families look out for 
their own best interests. 

To be clear: Tucker is no vil¬ 
lain. Fickell no hero. Each 
made a calculated deci¬ 


sion about what was best 
for themselves and their 
families. As they should. 

The shelf life on coaches 
has never been shorter. 
They can go from hot com¬ 
modity to the hot seat fast¬ 
er with one poor season. 
Remember when Tom Her¬ 
man looked like the second 
coming of Urban Meyer 
after two seasons at Haus- 
tan? After three season at 
Texas, Herman is 25-15 and 
heads into Year 4 with little 
room for error, having just 
gutted most of his staff. 
Willie Taggart was crushed 
by Oregon fans for making 
a move similar to Tucker's. 


He left the Ducks after one 
season in 2017 to take over 
at Flarida State, a dream 
jab far the Sunshine State 
native. 

Taggart got 21 games with 
the Seminoles before being 
fired. Don't feel too bad for 
him. His buyout was $20 mil¬ 
lion. 

Still, it might have cost more 
for FSU to keep Taggart. 
Toddlers on Christmas morn¬ 
ing have more patience 
than many college football 
fans and baosters, who are 
quick to cut off financial 
support if they don't think 
the coach can get it done. 
Athletic directors, with their 
own jobs on the line, often 
have little choice but re¬ 
spond to popular demand. 
"Loyalty, we shouldn't talk 
about it," said former coach 
Rick Neuheisel, who is now 
an analyst for CBS Sports. 
"It's doing what's best for 
you." 

Taggart was one of three 
head coaches fired this 
cycle two years into their 
tenure. That used to be 
a rarity. Now second-tier 
Southeastern Conference 
programs Arkansas (with 
Chad Morris) and Mississippi 
State (with Jae Moorhead) 
are cutting locse ccaches 
befere Year 3. 

It was not long ago Colo¬ 
rado did just that, hiring 
Jon Embree on the cheap 
in 2010 and then dumping 
him after he went 4-21 in 
two seasons. a 


Petra Kvitova beats van Uytvanck in 3 sets in St. Petersburg 


ST. PETERSBURG, Russia (AP) 

— Petra Kvitova advanced 
to the quarterfinals at the 
St. Petersburg Ladies Tro¬ 
phy by beating Alison van 
Uytvanck 7-6 (1), 1-6, 6-2 on 
Thursday. 

Kvitova saved a set point at 
5-4 in the first set and then 
recavered after being bro¬ 
ken in the first game of the 
decider. She then won six 
of the next seven games. 

"It was pretty challenging 
today, for sure," said Kvi¬ 
tova, who was playing for 
the first time since losing 
to Ash Barty in the Austra¬ 
lian Open quarterfinals last 
month. 

Kvitova will next play Ekat¬ 
erina Alexandrova , wha 



Petra Kvitova ot Czech Republic returns the ball to Alison 
van Uytvanck of Belgium during the St. Petersburg Ladies 
Trophy-2020 tennis tournament match in St.Petersburg, Russia, 
Thursday, Feb. 13, 2020. 

Associated Press 

upset seventh-seeded Donna Vekic 6-1,7-5. 


Last year's St. Petersburg 
champion Kiki Bertens 
breezed past Veronika Ku- 
dermetova 6-1,6-2 in a sec¬ 
ond-round match which 
lasted just 59 minutes. 
Bertens hit six aces as she 
booked a quarterfinal 
against another Russian op- 
panent, 18-year-ald quali¬ 
fier Anastasia Patapova. 
Bertens is seeded secand in 
St. Petersburg as she tries to 
successfully defend a WTA 
title for the first time since 
she won the Nuremburg 
tournament in 2017. 

Also, sixth-seeded Maria 
Sakkari beat Alize Cornet 
6-2, 6-4 and will next face 
top-seeded Belinda Bencic 
in the quarterfinals.Q 
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Samsung's new foldable phone: Cheaper, but still a novelty 


By RACHEL LERMAN and 
KELVIN CHAN 
AP Technology Writers 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Samsung on Tuesday un¬ 
veiled a new foldable 
phone, the Galaxy Z Flip, 
its second attempt to sell 
consumers on phones with 
bendable screens and 
clamshell designs. 

The new phone can un¬ 
fold from a small square 
upward into a traditional 
smartphone form, and will 
go on sale Feb. 14 starting 
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A Samsung worker gives a demonstration of the Galaxy Z Flip 
Phone at the Unpacked 2020 event in San Francisco, Tuesday, 
Feb. 11,2020. 

Associated Press 


at $1,380. The company 
announced the phone 
at a product event in San 
Francisco. 

Samsung’s first foldable 
phone, the Galaxy Fold, fi¬ 
nally went on sale last Sep¬ 
tember after delays and 
reports of screens break¬ 


ing. The Fold, which car¬ 
ries a price tag of nearly 
$2,000, folds at a vertical 
crease rather than horizon¬ 
tally as a flip-phone design 
would. Motorola has also 
taken the flip-phone ap¬ 
proach with its new $1,500 
Razr phone. 
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The foldable phones rep¬ 
resent manufacturers’ 
attempt to energize a 
market where sales have 
slowed. Many consum¬ 
ers are holding onto old 
phones longer, in part be¬ 
cause new phone features 
offer increasingly marginal 
benefits. But these foldable 
models come with higher 
price tags and are likely to 
appeal for now mostly to 
tech enthusiasts and oth¬ 
ers at the forefront of tech¬ 
nology. "While there’s a lot 
of excitement around this 
new category, it is still early 
days and they will evolve 
significantly." said Paolo 
Pescatore, an analyst at 
PP Foresight. "While these 
innovative new designs are 
nice to have, they’re not 
must-have, sought-after 
features among users." 

The Z Flip can stay open 
at different angles for use 
watching videos or taking 
photos. When the phone 
is closed, it will take selfies 
and display notifications 
in a small window on the 
cover. Unfolded, its screen 
measures 6.7 inches di- 
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agonally. Samsung says it 
added fibers to the gap 
between the hinge and 
the phone to keep out 
dust and improve hinge 
function, likely to address 
shortcomings of the Gal¬ 
axy Fold. 

On the more traditional 
front, Samsung offers its S 
series. In a nod to the start 
of the 2020s, the South Ko¬ 
rean company showed off 
the Galaxy S20, S20 Plus 
and S20 Ultra, skipping di¬ 
rectly to the S20 from its 
previous SIO series. 

The S20 phones are de¬ 
signed to take high-quality 
pictures in dark settings, 
Samsung product man¬ 
ager Mark Flolloway said. 
The phones can take both 
video and photos at the 
same time, using artificial 
intelligence to zero in on 
the best moments to cap¬ 
ture the still images. 
Samsung’s renewed focus 
on the camera follows oth¬ 
er smartphone makers. Ap¬ 
ple last fall announced the 
iPhone 11, which offers an 
additional lens for wider- 
angle shots and combined 
multiple shots with software 
to improve low-light imag¬ 
es. Google’s Pixel phones 
also offer a similar low-light 
feature. 

Samsung’s S phones al¬ 
ready offer the wider an¬ 
gle and some features for 
low-lighting. But the com¬ 
pany says the new phones 
will focus on high-resolution 
photos and the ability to 
zoom in 30 to 100 times, 
depending on the model. 
The camera on the S20 se¬ 
ries is "a giant leap," said 
Patrick Moorhead of Moor 
Insights & Strategy, who 
argued that people might 
gravitate toward the more 
expensive models even as 
the sales of smartphones 
slow.Q 
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Newspaper chain McClatchy files for bankruptcy protection 


By TALI ARBEL and 
MICHELLE CHAPMAN 
AP Business Writers 
NEW YORK (AP) — Mc¬ 
Clatchy, the publisher ot 
the Miami Herald, The Kan¬ 
sas City Star and dozens of 
other newspapers, has filed 
for bankruptcy protection 
as it struggles to pay off 
debt while revenue shrinks 
because more readers and 
advertisers are going on¬ 
line. 

McClatchy said Thursday 
that its 30 newspapers will 
continue to operate nor¬ 
mally as it reorganizes un¬ 
der Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
protection, helped by $50 
million in financing from En- 
cina Business Credit. 

The company hopes to 
emerge from bankruptcy 
protection in a few months 
as a private company, with 
majority ownership by a 
hedge fund that’s currently 
McClatchy's largest share¬ 
holder and debtholder, 
Chatham Asset Manage¬ 
ment. That would end 163 
years of family control. 

It's also looking to unload 
its pension obligations to 
a federal corporation that 
guarantees pensions, so 
that employees would get 
the benefits they were en¬ 
titled to. 

McClatchy did not an¬ 
nounce any layoffs and 
tried to reassure employ¬ 
ees, saying that while "we 
are always looking at op¬ 
portunities to improve op¬ 
erational efficiencies," the 
Chapter 11 process is "not 
geared around cost take¬ 
outs." 


The newspaper industry 
has been deeply hurt by 
changing technology that 
has sent the vast majority 
of people online in search 
of news. Media compa¬ 
nies have tried to shift on¬ 
line, with varying degrees 
of success, as their print ad 
revenue and circulation 
declined. Complicating 
matters, internet compa¬ 
nies Fccebook and Google 
receive most online ad dol¬ 
lars. 

While some national news¬ 
papers, like The Wall Street 
Journal and The New York 
Times, are adding digital 
subscribers, helping them 
navigate advertising de¬ 
clines, many local outlets 
have had a difficult time. 
That has led to a string of 
consolidation, much of it 
involving investment firms, 
deepening concerns 
about declining quality as 
newsrooms shrink and pa¬ 
pers close. 

Gannett, the USA Today 
publisher, was bought last 
year by GateHouse, a 
chain managed by private 
equity firm Fortress, in a deal 
helped by a high-interest, 
$1.8 billion loan from an¬ 
other financial firm, Apollo. 
It is the largest newspaper 
chain in the U.S. Another 
large chain, MedicNews, 
is owned by a hedge fund 
with a reputation for cut¬ 
ting costs and jobs, Alden 
Global. 

Newspaper companies 
have been through a string 
of Chapter 11 reorganiza¬ 
tions in recent years. The 
publisher of The Philadel¬ 


phia Inquirer and Philadel¬ 
phia Daily News emerged 
from bankruptcy protec¬ 
tion in 2010, Chicago Tri¬ 
bune and The Baltimore 
Sun publisher Tribune Co. 
in 2012 and GateHouse in 
2013. 

McClatchy's bankruptcy fil¬ 
ing "rings an alarm bell for 
local news," Poynter media 
business analyst Rick Ed¬ 
monds said. "McClatchy's 
problems are very typical 
for those of local news¬ 
papers," he said, as the 
industry deals with an old 
business model that’s dete¬ 
riorating faster than digital 
and other new revenues 
are increasing. 

McClatchy's 2006 purchase 
of the Knight-Ridder news¬ 
paper chain for $4.5 bil¬ 
lion added to McClatchy's 
debt and contributed to its 
financial woes as the indus¬ 
try’s decline accelerated in 
subsequent years. 

Though financial results 
aren't yet final, the com¬ 
pany estimates that 2019 
revenue fell 12.1% from 
the previous year, its sixth 
consecutive annual de¬ 
cline. McClatchy said its 
digital-only subscriptions 
have grown almost 50% to 
200,000 over the past year. 
But that growth hasn't 
made up for the loss of ad¬ 
vertising revenue that once 
flowed to its print newspa¬ 
pers. 

In court documents, Mc¬ 
Clatchy said 40% of its rev¬ 
enue now comes from digi¬ 
tal sources. It said it is trying 
to shift away from being 
so reliant on advertising. It 


said half its revenue now 
comes from advertising, 
and half from circulation. 
The company said that for 
2019, ad revenue fell 19%, 
while circulation revenue 
dropped 5%. McClatchy 
has struggled to pay mon¬ 
ey owed to its pension fund 
and has been in negotia¬ 
tions with the Pension Ben¬ 


efit Guaranty Corporation, 
a federal guarantor of pen¬ 
sions, to assume control. 
In Thursday's filing with U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court in New 
York, it is seeking permission 
to appoint that corpora¬ 
tion as the plan’s trustee. 


McClatchy said "substan¬ 
tially all" of the plan's par¬ 
ticipants and beneficiaries 
should get their entitled 
benefits. 

McClatchy plans to pull its 
listing from the New York 
Stock Exchange as a pub¬ 
licly traded company. Cha¬ 
tham Asset will be the new 
majority owner. Chatham 


also is the majority share¬ 
holder of Canadian news¬ 
paper chain Postmedia 
and owns National Enquirer 
publisher American Media 
Inc. American Medic is in 
the process of selling the 
Enquirer.Q 



This Oct. 14, 2009 file photo, shows copies of fhe McClofchy Co. 
owned Miami Herald newspaper in Miami. McClofchy Co., fhe 
publisher of fhe Miami Herald, The Kansas Cify Sfor and dozens 
of ofher newspapers across fhe counfry is filing for bankrupfcy 
profecfion. 

Associafed Press 
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EAGLE ARUBA RESORT 

1 bedroom wk 3 
$6000 

Phone USA (+1) 978-256-5580 

_212443 


ifiods 


Aruba Beach Resort wk 5+6 

3 Br sleeps 8 1st floor south 
tower deeded full amenities + 
washer,dryer 2 full bath 35k 
commodoremtrs@icloud.com 

_212427 
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ST^P 

Violence Against Women 


PARADISE BEACH VILLA 
2BRWeek5RM102 

garden view contact RM 102 
wk 2 thru 5 $12.5k 
Phone USA 1-508 883 9170 
E-mail: linrog75@verizon.net 

_212297 


Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 

Week 1/Unit 1408 (15k); 

Week 2/1113 (16k); 

Weeks 5&6/1315 (18k/Wk.); 
5&6/1521 (20k/Wk.); 

Week 7&8/1408 (18k/Wk.); 
Week 8/1113; 8/1409 (17k/Wk.); 
Week 9/1218 (15k); 

Weeks 10-15 also available! 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860)992-3890 

_212287 


Sister Linda 

helps in all walks of life, 
specializing in love & life. 
Removes badluck and evil eye, 
reunite love & stop third party 
interference. 

Call today. 001-713-349-9117 
Call for Free Questions!! 

_212410 


Playa Linda sell by owner 

1 bedroom (#641) week 13 
Sleeps 4-available this year- 
discounted $12,000. 

For info: thequake@aol.com 
(on island till 3/11) 

_212554 


EAGLE ARUBA RESORT 

week 1,2,3,4+5,6 

1 BR 1st floor $6500 
Paradise Beach 

week 50 Studio $4000 each 

2 BRwk 51-52 $15000 each 
Home 1518 537 6406 

Cel. 1518 965 7878 

After February 15, 2020 

desankabubnjevic3@gmail.com 

_212406 


FOR SALE BY OWNER 
Divi Village Golf 

Bldg. E 1 BR 2 Bath, 2 patios 
deck, hot tab. grill. Floating 
week (wk 51-wk15) 19 weeks 
remaining $9000 
janellemickelson@gmail.com 

_^212439 


DIVI GOLF RESORT 

weeks 11&12 new appliances 
totally renovated ground floor 
Eagle, 

parking, view golf course, river, 
2 terraces, $39,500 US. 

Please contact (Canada) +514- 
737-2428/514-781-3011 
or e-mail: 

wapoos-bigfish@sympatico.ca 

_212447 




Halley Time Travel 

For Rent 

1 BR Wk 6 $8K Birdie 1 

Marriott Ocean Club 

19 weeks remain 

Price : $2800 each 

Studio wk 7/8 

1 BR Ocean View Platinum 

Birdie 5 $7,5 K each 

Date : 03/22 to 03/29/2020 

27/29 weeks remain 

Date : 03/20 to 03/27/2020 


Date : 02/21 to 02/27/2020 

Divi Links Golf 

Date : 01/17 to 02/22/2021 

1 BR WK 8/9 


Eagle 9 $9,5K each 

Marriott Surf Club 

with 27/19 weeks remain 

2 BR Ocean Side Platinum 


Date : 03/6 to 03/13/2020 

Divi Links Golf 

$4 K 

1 BRWK #11 

Divi Links Golf $1,5 K 

Birdie 3 $9 K 

Carnival week sleep 4 

26 weeks remain 

Date :02/15to 02/22/ 2020 

1 BRwk 12/13 


ground Floor 

Marriott Ocean Club 

With 33/34 weeks remain 

Platinum 

Birdie 10 $9,5 K each 

1 BR Ocean View $10 K 


1 BR Ocean Front $20 K 

Divi Village 

2 BR Ocean View $17 K 

Studio wk 6 $ 7,5 K 

2 BR Ocean View $26 K 

Building F 


21 weeks remain 

Marriott Surf Club 

2 sd Floor 18 weeks remain 

Platinum 

Dutch Village 

2 BR Ocean View $ 17 K 

1 BR WK 7/8 $9 K each 

2 BR Ocean Side $ 18 K 

15 weeks remain each 

2 BR Ocean Front $26 K 

2BRWK7$18K 

3 BR Ocean View $26 K 

25 weeks remain 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

Dutch Village 

1 BRWK 8 

1 BR WK 9 

Building 6 on the 4th floor 

16 weeks remain 

27 weeks remain $15 K 

1 BR WK 8 $8 K 

1 BRWK 11 

12 weeks remain 

building 7 on the 3rd floor 

1 BR WK 7/8 $7 K 

33 weeks remain $15 K 

12/24 weeks remain 

Divi Phoenix 


2BRPH wkll and 12 

Eagle Resorts 

building 9 on the 7 th floor 

1 BRWK5,6,7,8 

30 weeks remain #25 K each 

Ground Floor $6,5 K each 


1 BRwk 7/8/9 $6,5 K each 


Caribbean Palm Village 

Divi Village $ 7 K 

1 BR wk 3/4 $6 K 

1 BRWK #14 

2 BR WK 5/6 $ 7 K each 

ground floor building C 

Le Vent Condo 

16 weeks remain 

3 BR , 2 Bath $650 K 

Renaissance Suites 

Renaissance Suites 

1 BRWK#9$9K 

1 BRWK# 10/11 

4th floor harbor view 

Garden View 5 th floor 

Divi Village 

$6,5 K each 

2BRWk13$13K 

Divi Links Golf 

3 rd floor building 

studio wk 5,6,7,8,9 

27 weeks remain 

Birdie 10 on 3 rd floor 


top floor 38 weeks on each 


$10 K each 

Call: 630 1307 

Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

www.buyarubatimeshares.com 

www.bestbuyrealtyaruba.com 




DOCTOR ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


Oranjestad: 

Kibrahacha Tel. 583 4908 
San Nicolas: 

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


PHARMACY ON DUTlfl 


OTHER 


EMERGENCY 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 
115 

582 2219 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



February 14 

Carnival Glory 
February 17 
Celebrity Silhouette 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Flooding seems certain for some along the Missouri River 



This March 18, 2019, file photo, token by the South Dakota Civil Air Patrol and provided by the 
Iowa Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Management shows flooding along the 
Missouri River in rural Iowa north of Omaha, Neb. 

Associated Press 


By JOSH FUNK 
Associated Press 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Sev¬ 
eral states along the Mis¬ 
souri River tace an elevat¬ 
ed tiood risk this spring be¬ 
cause the soil remains wet 
and a signiticant amount 
of snow is on the ground in 
the Dakotas, the National 
Weather Service said Thurs¬ 
day. 

The forecast heightened 
concerns in areas of Ne¬ 
braska, Iowa, Kansas and 
Missouri with levees that still 
have extensive damage 
from massive flooding last 
year and where residents 
and officials already antici¬ 
pated some flooding. 

"We are very concerned at 
this point," said Jud Kneu- 
vean, who oversees emer¬ 
gency operations at the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engi¬ 
neers' Kansas City office. 
The weather service said 
Nebraska, Iowa, Kansas 
and Missouri and eastern 
North Dakota and South 
Dakota face an above-av¬ 
erage flood risk this spring. 
The flood risk is close to nor¬ 
mal in Montana and the 
western half of the Dako¬ 
tas. 

Even in places where the 
Corps has patched holes in 
levees that were damaged 
in last year’s flooding, the 
level of protection may be 
lower than it was because 
initial repairs haven't all 
been done to the full regu¬ 
lar height of the levees. 
Officials say levee repairs 
will likely take two years to 
complete. 

The status of levees var¬ 
ies greatly. In Iowa and 
Nebraska, many of the 
major levees have been 
patched, although some 
breaches remain open. In 
Kansas and Missouri, much 
of the repair work has yet 
to begin. 

Part of the problem is that 
the water remained high 


for so long in some areas 
that officials couldn't even 
assess some of the dam¬ 
age until recently. 

In Missouri’s hard-hit Holt 
County, where Tom Bullock 
serves as emergency man¬ 
agement director, repairs 
have not yet started on 
the levees that broke and 
allowed roughly 95,000 
acres (38,445.17 hectares) 
of mostly rural land to flood 
last spring. 

"We’re not looking very 
good for spring," Bullock 
said. 

While most of the breaches 
around Hamburg, Iowa, 
have been patched, some 
repairs probably won’t be 
done before spring, said 
Fremont County Emergen¬ 
cy Manager Mike Crece- 
lius. 

"It’s not a good outlook no 
matter how you look at it," 
Crecelius said. 

The Missouri is the longest 
river in North America, run¬ 
ning from western Mon¬ 
tana through the Dakotas 
and touching Nebraska, 


Iowa and Kansas before 
cutting across Missouri and 
entering the Mississippi Riv¬ 
er at St. Louis. The Corps of 
Engineers manages the riv¬ 
er’s flow using six dams and 
reservoirs in Montana and 


By MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
(AP) — NASA’s new re- 
cord-setting astronaut said 
Wednesday that aside 
from sore muscles and 
trouble with balance, she's 
readjusting well to gravity 
after nearly 11 months in 
space. 


the Dakotas. 

Even if spring weather is 
mild, some places could 
still see flooding when the 
Corps increases releases 
from upstream dams on 
the river to prevent the res- 


Associated Press 

Christina Koch met with re¬ 
porters in Houston six days 
after returning to Earth from 
the International Space 
Station. Her 328-day mission 
— which ended last Thurs¬ 
day — was the longest ever 
by a woman. 

Her neck hurt for about a 
day. "I felt like a 2-week-old 
who was actually working 


ervoirs from overflowing. 
The Corps estimates 2020 
runoff will reach 36.3 million 
acre-feet (44.8 cubic kilo¬ 
meters) — the ninth highest 
out of 122 years — so there 
will likely be significant wa¬ 
ter releases from the upriv¬ 
er dams. 

The highest runoff year was 
2011 with 61 million acre- 
feet (75.2 cubic kilometers), 
followed by 2019, with 60.9 
million acre-feet (75.1 cu¬ 
bic kilometers). 

Much of the land in low- 
lying areas nearest the river 
is cropland, so that often 
floods first, limiting damage 
to homes and businesses. 
Farmer Gene Walter noted 
that the private levees that 
used to protect his crop¬ 
land north of Council Bluffs, 
Iowa, remain wide open. 
Repairs won’t be complete 
in time for typical spring 
flooding in March. So it 
could be a day-to-day de¬ 
cision for Walter on which 
acres to plant. 

"You can’t even plan or 
make plans," Walter said. 
"It’s kind of upsetting.’’Q 


hard to hold up my own 
head," she said. 

She considers herself lucky 
she didn't have the sore 
feet and burning skin suf¬ 
fered four years ago by 
NASA's all-time endurance 
champ, Scott Kelly, whose 
mission lasted 340 days. 
Koch returned home to 
Galveston, Texas, to find a 
kitchen full of chips and sal¬ 
sa, something she’d craved 
in orbit, along with the 
Gulf of Mexico. She hit the 
beach with her husband. 
Bob, and their dog, a res¬ 
cue pup named LBD for 
Little Brown Dog, just three 
days after her landing in 
Kazakhstan. 

LBD was excited to see her, 
and vice versa. 

"I’m not sure who was more 
excited to see the other," 
Koch said. 

Their reunion was recorded. 
"It's just a symbol of coming 
back to the people and 
places that you love, to 
see your favorite animal," 
she said. □ 



MASSAGE AND ESCORT SERVICE 

Beautiful Latin Girls 

Plck-up a Delivery 

Serving Men - Couple - Women - All Genders 

g> +297 565-9535 



Record-setting astronaut feels 
good after near year in space 



In this June 2019 photo mode available by NASA, astronaut 
Christina Koch poses for a portrait inside of the vestibule between 
a SpaceX Dragon cargo craft and the Harmony module of the 
International Space Station. 
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Spoiler: George Washington lies, stands tall in docuseries 


from abroad. There’s new Gaadwin: I knew the facts lose. They were gaing to be 
inventions that are mak- about George Washing- cacky or they'd made mis- 
ing people nervous. There’s ton, but I never conjured judgments. And that’s what 



In this Oct. 7, 2013, file photo, author Doris Kearns Goodwin poses for a portrait at her home in 
Concord, Mass. 

Associated Press 


By LYNN ELBER 
Associated Press 
Television Writer 
PASADENA, Calif. (AP) — 

George Washington is the 
leading man in historian 
Doris Kearns Goodwin’s first 
venture as a TV producer, 
a docudrama that follows 
his growth from ambitious 
young soldier to statesman. 
Spailer alert far "Washing- 
tan," airing 8 p.m. EST Sun¬ 
day thraugh Tuesday an 
the Histary channel: The 
future president does tell 
a lie, and it’s a dismaying 
whopper. In the series that 
combines reenactments 
with expert commentary, 
myth gives way to check¬ 
ered reality without dimin¬ 
ishing his stature. 

Nicholas Rawe ("The 
Crown," "Young Sherlock 
Holmes") plays Washingtan 
in re-creations of pivotal 
maments in his adult life, 
with historians including Jon 
Meacham and Annette 
Gordon-Reed and former 
Secretary of State Colin 
Powell among those pro¬ 
viding context and insights. 
Although producing is new 
to Kearns Goadwin, her 
knack far narrative is an 
display in books including 
the Pulitzer Prize-winning 
Franklin and Eleanar Raas- 
evelt chronicle, "No Ordi¬ 
nary Time," and "Team of 
Rivals," about President 
Abraham Lincoln’s wartime 
cabinet that included Wil¬ 
liam Seward and Salmon 
Chase. It was adapted for 
Stephen Spielberg’s Oscar- 
winning "Lincaln." 

Goodwin spoke with The 


Associated Press about the 
making at a leader and 
connecting the dots be¬ 
tween history and current 
events. Excerpts from the 
interview have been ed¬ 
ited for clarity and brevity. 
AP: Why did you choose to 
profile George Washing¬ 
ton, and why now? 
Goodwin: In any kind of 
difficult time like now, be¬ 
ing able to look back at 
leadership that was strang, 
that gat us through trou¬ 
bled times, that you can 
learn from how that leader 
worked, is a good thing. 
We lived through a time 
when we might not have 
become the country we 
have. The revolution could 
have been last. The presi¬ 
dency might have been 
really different. What ends 
the series is (Washington’s) 
farewell address, and it is 
so timely a warning against 
party strife and what that 
can do for possible cor¬ 
ruption or the influence of 
foreign nations, and the im¬ 
portance of retaining that 
sense of an American pa¬ 
triotism. 

AP: You don’t mention the 
current president, Donald 
Trump, ar his administration 
in interviews. Are you leav¬ 
ing it ta yaur readers and 
audience to contrast the 
past and present? 
Goodwin: I like to use the 
echo of history. There’s 
such similarities between 
the turn of the 19th century, 
the turn of the 20th century 
and now. There was a gap 
between the rich and the 
paar, immigrants coming in 


people in the country feel¬ 
ing cut off from people in 
the city. There’s a nostal¬ 
gia for an earlier way at 
life, producing populism 
and anti-Wall Street, anti¬ 
immigrant (fervor). What 
eventually gets us aut of 
that is that Teddy Roosevelt 
comes along for a square 
deal for the capitalist and 
the wage worker, rather 
than William Jennings Bry¬ 
an or some of the real con¬ 
servatives on the other side. 
AP: In researching the 
Washingtan series, what 
surprised yau abaut him? 


him alive in my mind. I think 
in part it has to do with the 
pictures we see. He’s old, 
he’s stiff. I now can picture 
Washington as a yaung 
man. He’s yaung, and he’s 
making mistakes and he’s 
covering them. There was 
a student at a college, af¬ 
ter I’d given a lecture on 
(former presidents), who 
asked, ’How can I ever be¬ 
come one of them? They’re 
on Mount Rushmore. 
They’re too distant.’ But 
when they’d ga thraugh 
a run far office for the first 
time, they were going to 


one of the experts says 
in the series: This is Wash¬ 
ingtan, warts and all. He 
wasn’t born great. He taok 
a journey to greatness. 

AP: Yau spend years re¬ 
searching ycur backs, es¬ 
sentially living with the peo¬ 
ple you write about. Do you 
ever get bored with them? 
Goodwin: You have to 
choose your subjects. I hap¬ 
pened to be up in Seward’s 
house in upstate New York 
and I knew he had a thau- 
sand letters ta his wife, and 
I got interested in him. And 
I got interested in Chase.Q 


Loughlin, Giannulli: No college bribery trial until 2021 


By ALANNA DURKIN RICHER 
Associated Press 

BOSTON (AP) — Lawyers for "Full 
House" actress Lori Loughlin, her 
fashion designer husband Mossimo 
Giannulli and ather praminent par¬ 
ents charged in the sweeping cal- 
lege admissions bribery case say 
they won’t be ready to go to trial 
until next year. 

Federal prosecutors in Boston have 
said the first trial for the wealthy 
parents still fighting the charges 
should begin in October and that 
Loughlin and Giannulli should be 
tried in the first group. 

But the substantial amaunt at evi¬ 
dence, outstanding pretrial mo¬ 
tions and "general camplexity" of 


the case make a trial this fall im¬ 
possible, attorney Sean Berkowitz, 
who’s representing Loughlin and 
Giannulli, said in a respanse filed 
Wednesday. The first trial shauld 
begin na saaner than next Febru¬ 
ary, Berkowtiz said. 

The judge will ultimately decide 
when the trials will begin. 
Prosecutors have provided the 
defense with more than 1.9 mil¬ 
lion documents, consisting of more 
than 3.2 million pages, and more 
than 300 hours of audio and video, 
said Robert Popeo, an attorney 
for another parent charged in the 
case, media executive Elizabeth 
Kimmel. 

Laughlin and Giannulli are ac¬ 


cused of paying $500,000 to get 
their daughters into the University 
of Southern California as crew re¬ 
cruits even though neither was a 
rawer. Authorities say the maney 
was tunneled thraugh a sham 
charity aperated by college ad¬ 
missions consultant Rick Singer, 
who has pleaded guilty to orches¬ 
trating the scheme. 

Loughlin’s lawyers have indicated 
they will argue that the couple 
believed their payments were le¬ 
gitimate donations and have ac¬ 
cused prosecutors of hiding evi¬ 
dence that wauld support their 
claims at innacence while trying ta 
bully them inta pleading guilty. 
Other parents are accused at pay¬ 


ing to have someone cheat on 
their children’s entrance exams or 
similarly paying bribes to get them 
admitted ta schoals as fake recruit¬ 
ed athletes. 

Lawyers for Loughlin, Giannulli and 
ather parents are alsa challenging 
prasecutars’ praposed graupings 
at the parents far the trials, say¬ 
ing "it lacks an organizing principle 
and makes no effort to treat like 
defendants alike." 

Berkowitz also indicated that some 
parents will argue they should have 
their own separate trials because 
"a joint trial will result in substantial 
prejudice." 

A status hearing in the case is 
scheduled far Feb. 27. □ 
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This image reieased by Universai Pictures shows Y'ian Noei, ieft, 
and Chante Adams in "The Photograph." 

(Sabrina Lantos/Universai Pictures via AP) 
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Review: 'The Photograph' develops 
nicely into a fine film 


By MARK KENNEDY 
Associated Press 
Entertainment Writer 

This Valentine’s Day, there's 
certain to be the usual 
flood of candy and flow¬ 
ers. But at your local movie 
theater, there’s something 
increasingly rare: A soulful 
and adult romantic drama 
in "The Photograph." 

Issa Rae and Lakeith Stan¬ 
field star as tentative, 
would-be lovers in modern- 
day New York. He's a mag¬ 
azine writer on an assign¬ 
ment and she's a museum 
curator. They first connect 
over a photograph of her 
mother that unlocks mom's 
backstory, set in 1980s Loui¬ 
siana. That’s another plus 
for the film: Value — not 
one but two love stories. 
Written and directed by 
Stella Meghie, the film is 
a gentle and attentive 
inter-generational tale 
with a first-rate cast. To the 
always-charged roman¬ 
tic question "Do I love this 
stranger?" it adds another 
equally fraught query: "Am 
I becoming my mom?" 
Lakeith (FX’s "Atlanta") 
plays Michael as a coiled, 
watchful and smoldering 
hunk who seems to be act¬ 
ing from deep within his 
guts. He’s just as likely to 
flee as he is of cuddling. 
Roe's Mae is luminous and 
charismatic, with wide eyes 
that convey so many emo¬ 
tions. When Rae (HBO's "In¬ 
secure") bursts into a laugh. 


she seems to tap into that 
joyful, infectious place that 
Julia Roberts does. 

Their initial mating dance 
is as cute as any rom-com 

— who's making the first 
move? — before they final¬ 
ly get together and have a 
meal. And how refreshing 
it is to hear a debate over 
who's the better rapper — 
Drake or Kendrick Lamar 

— as the first date conver¬ 
sation? 

But Meghie ("The Week¬ 
end") is not interested in a 
mere rom-com and " The 
Photograph " has miles 
more heft and depth. She’s 
interested in exploring how 
behavior can be inherited, 
how ambition can topple 
personal lives, how we es¬ 
tablish patterns in our love 
life and how bravery in ro¬ 
mance can be just about 
saying what your heart 
feels. 

It turns out that Mae's es¬ 
tranged mother — a won¬ 
derful, haunted Chante 
Adams — was a driven 
photographer who wasn't 
always able to convey 
her feelings. "I wish I was 
as good at love as I am at 
working," she observes. In 
death, she leaves behind 
letters explaining her life, 
which lead her daughter 
and her new beau to inves¬ 
tigate. 

The film takes turns switch¬ 
ing eras to tell each wom¬ 
an’s story — from New York’s 
trendy whiskey bars and 


the sleek leather couches 
of upscale apartments 
to the faded grandeur of 
New Orleans in the 1980s. 
The filmmakers change 
film techniques and styles 
for each venue, deepen¬ 
ing an experience that's 
also reflected in changing 
music, time-traveling from 
Anderson .Pack to Chaka 
Khan. 

As Mae keeps digging, she 
unpacks more than just her 
mom’s secrets. "What if I'm 
just like her?" she asks at 
one point. Her dad, played 
by Courtney B. Vance, tries 
to help: "She wasn't just 
your mother," he tells her. 
"She was just a woman with 
flaws." 

Smaller parts in the film are 
filled with real skill, espe¬ 
cially by Lil Rel Howery, who 
plays Michael's brother with 
what seems a comedian's 
effortless lightness, and 
Y'Lan Noel and Rob Mor¬ 
gan, who each play the 
former lover of Mae's moth¬ 
er in the different eras. 
Meghie's script is very hu¬ 
man, respectful of hesitan¬ 
cy and thoughtful without 
being flashy. "Good things 
take time to develop," Mi¬ 
chael says at one point, 
which has a double mean¬ 
ing when it comes to pho¬ 
tographs. The camera lov¬ 
ingly comes very close to 
the faces of our main lov¬ 
ers, allowing two people 
to quietly show their torn 
emotions. □ 


Darius Rucker’s “Wagon Wheel” keeps rolling 


By Kristin M. Haii 
Associated Press 
NASHVILLE, Tenn (AP) — 

Country singer Darius Ruck¬ 
er couldn’t quite believe it 
when he was surprised this 
week with the news that 
his song "Wagon Wheel" 
was certified eight times 
platinum, making it one of 
the top five most popular 
country singles ever. 

On Wednesday, Rucker 
stopped by the Country 
Music Hall of Fame and Mu¬ 
seum to see his items in an 
exhibit, but his label. Univer¬ 
sal Music Group Nashville, 
surprised him with a plaque 
featuring eight platinum- 
colored records. After re¬ 


peating the word "Wow!" 
over and over, Rucker mut¬ 
tered to himself, "That can't 
be true," as he inspected 
the plaque in his hands. 
According to the Record¬ 
ing Industry Association of 
America, "Wagon Wheel" 
now joins other multiplati¬ 
num hits among country 
music's biggest songs in 
RIAA's 60-year history, in¬ 
cluding Taylor Swift’s "Love 
Story," Lady Antebellum's 
"Need You Now," Florida 
Georgia Line's "Cruise," 
and Lil Nas X's "Old Town 
Road." "It's amazing to me 
because I came here to 
make country music, and I 
didn’t expect success and I 



In this May 25, 2018 file photo, 
Darius Rucker performs 
on NBC's Today show of 
Rockefeller Plozo in New York. 

Associated Press 

didn't expect to be on the 
radio," said Rucker, who 
had already had a highly 
successful rock career as 
lead singer of Hootie and 
the Blowfish. □ 
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Michael Kors reminds that staying in can be chic, glamorous 



The Michael Kors collection is modeled during Fashion Week in New York, Wednesday, Feb. 12, 


By KELLI KENNEDY 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Michael 
Kors is so over leggings 
and sports bras. He used 
Wednesday's fall collection 
as a reminder that staying 
in and cozying up by the 
fire can still be chic and 
glamorous. 

Blake Lively, Julio Louis- 
Dreyfus, Issa Roe and Anna 
Wintour sot in the front row 
at the star-studded event 
held on the final day of 
New York Fashion Week. 
The collection was all about 
dressing for a country get¬ 
away and unplugging 
from busy life with a strong 
equestrian feel, heavy on 
camels, grays and blacks 
with sparse hits of red and 
orange. Everything was 
draped with a cope, hood 
or cozy cowl neck — even 
a chunky ton sweater 
was complemented with 
a matching sweater tied 
around the neck for extra 
snuggles. 

The ubiquitous and often 
naked athleisure wear is 
"not sexy, it's not alluring," 
Kors said during a back- 
stage interview with The As¬ 
sociated Press. 


2020. 

"I like casual clothes. We're 
American. We invented it, 
but now we've got to reel 
it back." 

Lively, who came dressed 
in a menswear inspired look 
in a plaid vest, wide-leg 
trousers and white button 
down, said Kors brought 
her to her very first fashion 
show nearly a decade ago 


when she was the new girl 
in town. "I didn't have any 
friends and then I get a 
call from Michael Kors say¬ 
ing, 'do you want to be my 
date to some fancy fash¬ 
ion show'," said Lively, who 
gushed about the design¬ 
er's kindness. "Sometimes 
we think of fashion as very 
standoffish, but my experi- 


(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 

ence is that it's been very 
warm and welcoming." 
Several young stars also at¬ 
tended the show, including 
actresses Dove Cameron 
and Olivia Holt and singer 
Kelsea Ballerini. 

"I love the menswear vibes. 
I'm very into suits at the mo¬ 
ment," said Cameron, who 
wore a an oversized black 


striped suit jacket. "It's so 
sexy. Everything he does is 
so tailored." 

Holt said it was her first time 
attending Kors' show. 

"I don't spend a lot of time 
in the fashion world so to 
be able to be here and 
take it all in and embrace 
it and soak it all up is a re¬ 
ally special experience," 
she told the AP. The fall col¬ 
lection showed very little 
skin except for a handful 
of evening looks, which still 
kept with the relaxed chic 
vibe paired with sweat¬ 
ers, turtlenecks and capes. 
A long, gold pleated skirt 
was paired with a military 
jacket. A thick, alpaca 
fringed scarf was paired 
with a gunmetal sequined 
pleated dress. Sharp tailor¬ 
ing gave slouchy trousers 
and riding pants an urban 
sense. Suede, leather and 
shearling outerwear was 
paired with fluid, pleated 
skirts and dresses. 

Festive plaids, houndstooth 
and warm paisley prints 
studded the show. Every¬ 
thing was paired with boots 
— riding, over-the-knee 
wellies or stacked-heel city 
boots.Q 


German filmmaker Vllsmaier, known for 'Stalingrad,' dies 


BERLIN (AP) — Joseph Vils- 
maier, a German filmmak¬ 
er whose striking portrayal 
of the Battle of Stalingrad 
brought home the horrors 
of war to a new genera¬ 
tion, has died. 

He was 81. 

His agent confirmed 
Wednesday that Vilsmai- 
er "died peacefully at his 
home" in Bavaria on Tues¬ 
day. 

Vilsmaier's 1993 film "Stalin¬ 
grad" painted a grim pic¬ 
ture of the fate of a group 
of Wehrmacht soldiers 
sent to the eastern front in 
1942 to fight what would 
become a losing battle 
against the Soviet Army. 
The months-long siege of 
the city, now known as Vol¬ 
gograd, cost the lives of 
millions of soldiers and civil¬ 
ians and marked a turning 
point for Nazi Germany in 
World War II. 

Born in Munich in 1939, Vils- 
maier studied music and 
worked as a technician be¬ 


fore gaining a foothold in 
the film business in the early 
1960s as a runner and later 
making a name for himself 
as a cameraman for Ger¬ 
man television. 

Vilsmaier made his debut 
as a film director in 1988 
with "Herbstmilch," or "Au¬ 
tumn Milk," the story of a 
Bavarian peasant woman 
that became a box office 
hit in Germany. 

Many of his films focused 
on tumultuous periods in 
German history, often from 
the perspective of ordinary 
people. 

A notable exception was 
"Marlene," Vilsmaier's 2000 
film about the life of actress 
and singer Marlene Diet- 
rich. 

Germany's minister for cul¬ 
ture, Monika Gruetters, 
praised Vilsmaier as a "pas¬ 
sionate artist" who man¬ 
aged to convey "complex, 
historical topics" to audi¬ 
ences of millions. 

Vilsmaier is survived by 



In this Friday, Jan. 19, 2007 fiie photo German movie producer Joseph Vilsmaier attends the 
awarding ceremony of the Bavarian Movie Award at the Prinzregententheater in Munich, Germany. 

Associated Press 

three daughters, Janina, second wife, Czech actress rovd, died in 2009.Q 
Theresa and Josephina. His and director Dana Vdv- 
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Snapping into place: Jigsaw puzzles have ardent following 


By TRACEE M. HERBAUGH 
Associated Press 

There are jigsaw puzzle 
nights at caffee shaps and 
libraries. Puzzle groups and 
puzzle games online. Hand- 
cut wooden puzzles that 
cost thousands of dollars. 
And puzzle designs that 
range from edgy, original 
artwork to your own, cus¬ 
tom-ordered family photos. 
Jigsaw puzzles for grown¬ 
ups ore in vogue. 

“I was not os passionate 
about jigsaw puzzles at first, 
but once I started doing 
them, I sow the loveliness of 
these puzzles,” said A.J. Ja¬ 
cobs, o writer working on o 
book about puzzles, includ¬ 
ing jigsaws and crosswords. 
“Puzzles ore o very soothing 
and joyous way to spend o 
couple of hours. 

They’re physical, tactile 
pieces and you get on en¬ 
dorphin rush when pieces 
snap into place.” 

Fans soy jigsaws provided 
respite from doily stress, o 
chance to step away from 
the screens and be in the 
moment. 

Abby Matson, 37, found 
them therapeutic otter the 
unexpected death of her 
dog three years ago. 

“The puzzle was the only 
thing I could do to keep 
from crying,” she said. 
Matson’s friend, Abby Mc¬ 
Daniel, 38, joined her. “We 
stayed up so late drinking 
wine and doing this puz¬ 
zle,” Matson said. 

They started a puzzle group 
that now has six members. 
It’s informal. Members send 
photos of o completed 
puzzle before mailing it to 
the next person. 

“It brings out on inner com¬ 
petition,” McDaniel said. 
Jacobs, author of books in¬ 
cluding "The Know It-AII” 
and "The Year of Living Bib¬ 
lically,” enjoys immersing 
himself in on activity and 
then writing about it. Port 
of his research into puzzles 
took him to the World Jig¬ 
saw Puzzle Championship 
in Spain, o timed competi¬ 
tion with teams represent¬ 
ing 40 countries. 

He, his wife and two chil¬ 
dren finished second to 
lost. 

A team of four Siberian 
women won first place 
when they managed to 



This undated photo provided by Stove Puzzles shows one of the company's traditional jigsaw 
puzzles titled "Ocean Sunset." Jigsaw puzzles are in vogue. 

Associated Press 



This photo taken on Sept. 28, 2019 and provided by A.J. Jacobs 
shows Jacobs, left, his sons Jasper, 15, Zone, 13, and his wife 
Julie Jacobs at the 2019 World Jigsaw Puzzle Championship in 
Spain 

Associated Press 



In this undated photo, provid¬ 
ed by Shelby Comstock Brit¬ 
ten, a group of people work 
on a "Jiggy" jigsaw puzzle at 
the trendy SoHo House hotel in 
New York. 

Associated Press 


finish oil four puzzles in less 
than four hours. 

“Russia is o force to be 
reckoned with,” Jacobs 
said with o laugh. 

While many puzzlers are 
happy with cardboard puz¬ 
zles, there’s also a market 
for wooden and artisanal 
ones. 

Inspired artwork has re¬ 
placed campy photos. 
Some enthusiasts buy spe¬ 
cial frames, glue and other 
tools for preserving finished 
jigsaw puzzles. 
Vermont-based Stave Puz¬ 
zles mokes a wide range 
of wooden puzzles, from 
"Tidbits” to "Tormentors”; 
they sell for hundreds, even 
thousands of dollars. 

“Our soles ore up 25 per¬ 
cent in the lost decade,” 
said company founder 



This undated photo provided by Stave Puzzles shows one of their 
jigsaw puzzles titled ’The AAone Event," which sells for $1,695. 

Associated Press 


Steve Richardson. 

“We ore now seeing or¬ 
ders from the children and 
grandchildren of some of 
our original customers, so it 
is definitely o generational 
activity.” 

In addition to getting nic¬ 
er, jigsaw puzzles hove 
become specialized too. 
There ore 3-D and two-sid¬ 
ed puzzles. Stave’s “trick 
puzzle” con be solved in 
multiple ways, rated on o 
scale of 1 (easy) to 5 (dif¬ 
ficult). 

Customers cannot buy o 
5-trick puzzle without suc¬ 
cessfully completing o level 
4 first. 

Other people prefer o 
simple jigsaw that reminds 
them of childhood — but 
one that’s worthy of social 
media, of course. 

Walking home otter work 
one day, Koylin Morcotte, 
29, stopped at o toy store 
in New York City to buy o 
puzzle for the evening. “I 
ended up purchasing one 
of puppies jumping out of 
o basket,” she said. See¬ 
ing o gap in the market for 
sophisticated puzzles, she 
founded Jiggy Puzzles in 
2018. 

Jiggy’s puzzles ore pack¬ 
aged in on elegant gloss 
container and feature orig¬ 
inal drawings by female 
artists. 

They come in two sizes, 450 
and 800 pieces, and many 
sell for about $40. The art 
ranges from New York City 
scenes to whimsical, feel¬ 
good drawings. One puzzle 
shows women’s breasts in 
varying shapes, including 
some with mastectomy 
scars. 

To launch Jiggy, Morcotte 
hosted o puzzle night at 
the Soho House in New York 
City. 

About 50 young profession¬ 
als arrived dressed for on 
evening of drinks and jig¬ 
saws. 

Shelby Comstock Britten, 
29, attended the launch. A 
grown-up puzzle night with 
drinks sounded perfect, she 
said. 

“I’ve always loved puzzles 
and will occasionally get 
o CVS puzzle, but it’s kind 
of o bummer because it’s 
mode for on 8-year-old,” 
she said. “I can’t Instogrom 
that.”a 







